") Check for updates

Article

Discourse & Communication

2021, Vol. 15(2) 200-219

‘Nige ria is ﬁghting Covid-419’: ©The Author(s) 2020
Article reuse guidelines:

A mu Iti m Od al Critical d iSCOU rse sagepub.com/journals-permissions

DOI: 10.1177/1750481320982090

analysis of political protest in journals.sagepub.com/home/dem
Nigerian coronavirus-related SSAGE
internet memes

Foluke O Unuabonah

Redeemer’s University, Nigeria

Oluwabunmi O Oyebode

Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria

Abstract

This paper examines political protest in 40 purposively sampled internet memes circulated among
Nigerian WhatsApp users during the Covid-19 pandemic, with a view to exploring the thematic
preoccupation, ideology, and the representation of participants and processes in the memes.
The data, which were subjected to qualitative analysis, are examined from a multimodal critical
discourse analytic approach. The analysis reveals that the memes are used to protest corruption,
perceived government deceit, insecurity, hunger, and inadequate health facilities and other social
amenities. These are done in order to project and resist an anti-welfarist ideology and emphasise
the negative representation of the government.
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Introduction

Coronavirus disease of 2019 (Covid-19) is a pandemic that has affected people of all ages,
economic status, gender and race in the world. Although it is a health crisis, it has affected
other aspects of life including the political, economic, educational, psychological and
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