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Intfroduction

The state of Nigeria’s education seems to be at a crossroad, what
with the myriads of pathologies among teachers (or lecturers) and
pupils (or students) at every level of teaching and learning. While
the technologies of the 21+t century offer numerous strategies to
align teachers’ (or lecturers’) teaching styles with students’
dissimilar learning styles, the layers of stumbling blocks in
teaching and learning seem somewhat insurmountable. This
undesirable state of affairs in our educational system raises some
questions  in regard to such pathologies as teachers’ poor
pedagogic content knowledge, teachers’ narcissism in view of
their non-collaborative research, teachers’ disinclination to apply
technology to their teaching, and teachers’ inadequate familiarity
with current arguments and conclusions in their avowed fields.

These pathologies are matched, as it were, by students’ own
worrisome aversion to learning — owing to their bibliophobia or
simply put, aversion to meaningful, instructive reading; students’
penchant to memorise details of classroom instruction and
regurgitate same to the teachers in examinations and tests;
students’ misuse of 21st century technologies; and students’
general apathy to education and whatsoever it stands for. In a few
words, it is a situation in which students struggle to enter the
university but are unwilling to abide by the requirements that are
used to award degrees.

In view of this troublesome multidimensional development in
most of our tertiary institutions, the text Multidisciplinary Theories
on Language, 1iterature and Culture emergence seems to be highly on
time. In a few words, this compilation of academic energies is a
potential catalyst to bond teachers’ positive teaching and research
vigour with students’ dynamic learning vitality. What’s more, it’s
an inclusive effort that harnesses the intricate details of the



interrelationships between three essential elements of the
humanities: language, literature, and culture.

These three are complexly interconnected aspects of human life
and living, While language serves as a means of communication,
literature reflects the creative expression of human experiences,
and culture embraces the beliefs, values, and practices of a society.
Following those facts, five basic questions are answered by this
festschrift in honour of one of Nigeria’s leading female
researchers, scholars and academics:

1. How does language reflect culture? ii. How does literature
mirror society? iii. How does culture influence literature? iv.
How do language and literature engender cultural change? v.
What theories exist that underscore these inquiries?

From the arrangement of the hand-picked articles in the
collection, there is enough justification that the entire
compendium is truly a “contemporary reference book.” From
section to section, the book bears sufficient rationale for its
production. Also, a focused study would reveal the book’s global
appeal and applicability as it deals with issues of relevance in the
21st century: language empowerment and the expressive potential
of English in Africa; fighting COVID 19; Westernism,
globalisation and the modernist shift in African literature; sexual
violence; gender inequality in millennial Africa; postcolonial
culture and financial institutions; African cultural ethics; queer
orientations, etc.

In terms of anticipated academic and literary vibrancy, there’s a
convincing proof that the chapters were not written by self-
focused individuals with biased opinions presented as scholarly
findings. In many of the contributions, one finds compelling
insights borne out of collaborative strengths — an essential feature
of candid 21+ century scholarship. Furthermore, the prose across
the pages of the book is simple, clear and illustrative of
educational materials meant to reorient errant learners. While
technical language is unavoidable in such books as this, it is,
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happily, kept to the minimum, and that certainly guarantees that
the authors understand how to cure today’s students’ phobia for
printed matter.

All told, this is a book that methodically discusses the multilayered
interrelationships between language, literature, and culture. The
authors of the insightful chapters carefully describe and analyse
the values and worldviews of diverse cultures, while they also
validate how literature serves as a mirror that reflects society's
beliefs and experiences. Using relevant data and illustrations, they
also establish the various ways in which culture, in turn, inspires
the themes, the styles, and the perspectives found in written
literature. Perhaps the book’ selling point is its responsiveness to
the dearth of up-to-date reference material on the areas covered
by its authors.

Department of English
Lagos State University, Nigeria
April 2025.
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