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he palpable impact of science and technology in Africa today

emphasises  the importance of these phenomena in  the

contemporary  social-life of the people of the continent.
Everywhere one goes - the nooks and the cranies - and everything one
undertakes = in all ramifications  (social life, health, agriculture,
architecture and 50 on) - one encounters the stunning relevance of
science and technology in the lives of the people of Africa, It could be
asserted, incontrovertibly, that survival in Africa (as is the case in the
rest of the world) is dependent on science and technology,

These include means of communication, transportation systems,
banking activitics and lransactions, means of entertainment, educational
systems, security operations, macrocconomic activities as well as
arrying out government operations  (policy and  decisions), and
diplomacy. Nothing in Africa today is independent of science and

technology.

Importance of science and technology in the present world
relevance of science and technology in the
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Africa’s spiritual custody ranges from muystici imi
lhmugh pentimﬁtalism to Tawwa (thiml]:ﬁl:mm:{amnﬁsm'
alien to Iﬂfricn but now Africanised nwtnﬂ tilzna'gfltu:}:ﬁ
resence and sccalamatisation). First off, it needs be stated ilEInt thh- e .
cohere (3 realm) that hosts a power of influence on Ll;hiq phv;icai :ﬂ:‘?lﬂ
This realm {Jf‘ power is beyond human ca pabilities. It is Itrnnz;u:endl:ntal'kié
is cosmic; il 15 supernatural; it is supra-human. The idea of imperﬁm:lal
force which 15 universaily believed to exist is beyond the human physical

axistence (Oke 2006).
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rivers and so on, then. the power is a mj,'sticsli power as manifesting in
the power of the numen. Guch powers it has been cxpcriﬂncud. has been
invoked to cause a rain in the dry geason Western part of Nigeria, for
instance. And it 1s believed that such impursnnal powers exist in Africa.
In any case, the cruX at this junctd o of the Jiscourse is that the

‘:mPfrsc}nu] powers do exist in Africa and they a1t capable rnf‘ the
mpossible. This is @ 5pirilual phennmenﬂn in Africa and it is @
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among the Yoruba in the Nigerian wesl.

Of no less significance in the constituents  of
spirituality is the cosmicity of Christianity *"'“"II slan |
Buddhism as well as atheism, These organised religions anyg
Consciousnesses host and nurse enabling spiritual/ mystica] Poteng,
For instance, the Pentecost is descent of a spirit (Holy) and through, this
spirit wonders such as exorcism have been performed. The Biple reords
and recounts in Exodus 43 of the magic of the staff of Moses whig),
tums a snake after Moses threw it on the ground in compliance vy,
God's instruction. In the same vein, Tasawwul in Islam quL'u:iailj.,r In the
Sufi Islam designates the esoteric ramification of the Islamic relijrion,
Similarly, at the is the personal SPiritua)

centre of  Eckankar

empowerment of an individual to access God through the prese

the Holy Spiril. In this case, the Hu becomes an instrument of divine

access. Spiritual concerns are at the centre of Asia-rooted religions in
duism, Buddhism, and Confucianism, Their

Africa such as Taovism, Hin
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L This is not all, atheist SI‘iritualit:.r 15 a core cownponent of the
Spintual space in Africa, Atheists are apoungd in Africa and they are
given to frﬂ’ﬂ“nh"g and reflections which often transpose them into

the spir?‘tuall journey. There are other solo-faitly &roups such as Sat Guru
Mah;:rajl n  Ibadan, Nigeria, The BTOUpP  professes a  systained
attachment to he SPirit. Its leader g known 45 spiritual leader and the
mnr-:-tlmn-fnrt}hhectarcs te
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qssed down through a patrilineg hai
!,,1'11! Goodstein 2006). Zoroastrian H}'-iril:lnr ”flrlri._am_,; since the ancient
1:::!;:4[11 5]1iritunl iIr-cir':d and has sustained llll-uit:h:n: pre-Christianity and

: e a4 : ’

jtlstill exists 0N the face of the African Contineny lﬂnldl;:'mm thmuﬂh ages.

rherefore, the spiritual sphere in Afric |

(iousness (animism), impersonal pow 's made up of mystical

@ ecostalism. Tawwaf, Enkankar, Budd e influence of divinities,
Curd \aharaji as well as an;.m.'-m“m: :‘;":;ﬂll_mist spirituality, Sat
any existing < vailabilities. These avenues e [}:EI.]:.::“H but a few of l.h-.:-
mﬂﬂ'.,lﬁ in Alrca seek and obtain favour ﬂlidmn;:f"nufgh wh;h
Uﬂ]ﬁfmdmt‘ﬂ realm, and access God, the Supreme BEmiE[[h f'-:’; i
gpinitual ramification portends immense efficacy, yet unt aF‘ d A
ming te the Mystical Antidote : FFEc:
ndisputable that technology (and science) is associated with, in fact,
dependent on mystical powers. These powers manifest in the form of
gvelation of ideas to the initiate or in the form of instilling
fnctionalities in contraptions. Credence to this is established by such
conceplts as paganism (technopaganism, neopaganism) neo-Druidry,

Disk of Shadow and urban shamanism lo mention a few. Associating
res is m}'ﬁticnl conscousness like the cosmic

fent

Tu
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with these nomenclatu
affiliation with god of Frey in Bjorko, Sweden.

The connection of technology and its dependence on mysticism is
ohservable in the statement thel supernatural forces are capable of
altering, external reality and that it is the agenls from the spirit w:.:urld
that grant the 5|_1P¢r-mz1rginal powers in dreal_'ns or [‘Fﬁ}'d‘lﬂ-ﬂf‘l:wes
(Pavaa 2003) . In any case, there is the crucial mystical {sihfh mutap[h:;zﬁﬂ]]
hput and Signifi{‘ilﬂncc in technological processes and the perlorming
hunctions of its commodities.
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artion Theorising assumptions or }‘f"r‘i?lh-}gﬁ.ﬁ
E?w,m m” Custodians of recorded It_":h"""-‘"'?j"hhflr
n the first "“T;::-tlr with custodians of mystiea| Power 3
theories need hold lEh.._-hi.l.'h necessarily has to L:'E how the latter Wil
Africa- the agenda at ... in the pantheon, appeasing and APpealing g
intercede for the rt]n-.tftl} to receive power of the ‘fﬂ'urd to infuse forca of
empowerment (mystica ions - contraptions in wood, meta)g Waler
functions in physical "1'_‘m”di_m.c:1 sde. This is a liaison which ig bilalvrul
or earth which they mlﬂhtl hﬂ:ut fnt]:E“;iuS and the custodians of MY sticy|
- the binary of the custodians “ v capabilities that need be Itarmnﬁig.;L-d
power. The latter possess stunning cap

their formulations.
This is 1

Such capabilities include revelatory powe _“irﬂrunglla in the
West of Nigeria or that of Akui in Turkﬂ{‘h‘l. t""r;‘ m. Ast -"ll_‘l'h:a.
Orunmila can foresee and foretell coming  incidents, rus.pucml]:.-,
imminent dangers as alfecting mortal IWL'FHEE- People of the W estern pan
of Migeria (espectally during, the ancient L‘f'ﬂ]_ do 5““‘: b"l'-”'jer“ﬂm
Orunmila on the appropriate steps to take on issues. Warriars in the
early times did consult Ifa on whether lo engage neighbours in a war or
not. This pewer that resides in divination is very useful in Africa's race

for own lechnology, as it can be used in the myslical revelation

ramification of the technological process, Through it and meore, the

stakeholders or budding African technologists can receive capabilities,
skills, know-hdw or dexterity in flash dream or the enquirers could be

lold of the potential visit of a spirit who is a random carrier of innovative
know-how,

In this area, all the divinities of revelation, for example, Orunmila
and Akui, can consult cach olher and liaise for a synergy. The synergy
(numinous) needs bo related with the potencies of other re\;'ulamr}'
capabiliﬁcts Lha_t are attained in Pentecosta] prophecies. It could be a
Efziﬂ:siﬁﬁigml.u:\‘??h case an individual theorist would consult cach

vnues. And it could be hnrmnn}' in unison in which case all

the custodians of s Power converge (for this purpose only) and
other for a unifje POwer,

T.I.'I'E' wWar g 5

Wicca in England e 2K in Africa like that of the rituals of 1
mystical power ag L'h: I:-eﬂc " Fich resource in the search for the enduring
have equally been cases '.:I:H:k Lﬂr ean technology and science. Ther?
5 . 15 5 erp . ROy : . '
Egyptians or Osun ¥ African divinities [ike Taweret ameny

have mag, the barren to be fertile, In the Ph}rsi.f.lla
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- wooden rods on which the human {x‘hgrn-} walkg ""F-‘un
than the l1.n 0 W of the two feet of the Agere Lo the edge of (|, bwo I'.:I'a- ,
the -‘H:-“l"“t"mtmn,ll mystery. Also, the ability of the Agepp 4, e
each of the l'f"d-q |-"'1_1Im-"-l?-_ iﬂ effect, the kinetics of the "l"ur“'[«.ﬂ -’J\*rr;f
and m.mﬂnrr;.' Iﬁ-?u! i L.ml—m of mass (a human E'".‘i'r'lp,] iom t“":.!-.-, -
s E.:ﬂ T]:,ti,-,.mun of the fect of the Agere to the rod the odq.,
.Tfﬁh .’ct‘:i If;it'i] magic. Whoen it is considered that the Point o fi‘n!-.:E;
i;:-.::::—:n;he [’ﬁ‘l of []1,.; Agere and the rod is a flesh-wood contact, ¢, i
would be realised that .]g:;;IuI:'mJLinr.l of and l"uetwiee?u_-.u tWo materyy), is
not Fh_‘i.'-i!'iibtl.‘. However, 1t s done in '_.].'IL' c‘ql.gi"!:i.:-l.l.l t: 1t could I"HI}..' he
power - an impersonal power, Thf:; mystical pnuwgr could ho ,
mnviluable endowment which the continent can h.‘lrm“.-‘lr.‘i N the procesg of
inibating its own technology and science {lt‘fl‘lt‘mﬁ-.:‘:l:nf'ﬁ:l, Gh'.'iuusj_y,
there is a connection between the mysterious balancing of the Agere on
two wooden reds and acrodynamics - the former has the potentia) fo
the latter,

£CNUflgy
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Also, to be explored is the power - the spiritual potency -imbyeyd
in anointing oil and the Holy Ghost in Christianity, The oil is no just a
VisCous liguid, it is imbued with tremendous divine power. The power
with which the eil is imbued s through praver and that such power is
divine {Ukah 2008). The power imbued in anoinling oil has performed
therapeutic  funclions, 1y has combated  affliction and  repaired
malfunctions in the body system. Sych could be veritable in the build-up
of Africa's medical sciencp, When a genuine servant of God prays m
Wﬂ-lt‘h_’-hf water is no morp ordinary; it has been imbued with powWer.
Such > 8 medicing, There should be a liaison with other power
custodians in Afric especially in the phal'mﬂr:nlngi-:al discipline in order

tT ITIFHIT:;E AF“‘-' nce. In doing this, grrater attention
) . s of
shoule Paid to the POWer contained in he pronouncements of

TRTE T s bl
El‘l'_‘f“"":_‘ “_“_ of God, When they Pronounce, effects occur immediately.
This occurs in Erealer immens;

realised througy | 'ty than the Alrican impersonal Pm\ﬂ.

|.=xlnn:;-se This :‘Ea entation, Through such pronouncements, the¥

se. Thi Polentig) Means (hroy gh which force of effect can ¥
Pion just Mmanuflactured,

Tasawwuf or g, . , G

bo hl'lp‘si:,it:nﬂ. The qF{EI:{'I;: H'F'rlh.lﬂ"'l}' needs he explored also. It 15 said l:;

scquinedl thi ot Mﬂfall‘ “Wment of the Mawla (the Sufi MJT”:L 1-1

r 14 y ! . y

Tasawwuf is an order of Sunn: o mal Fesmionis)e Tt Is. behevey

* T Purity ang righteousness.
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At sunnalLoryg / tasawwwyf /sufide
(O ard 1t 15 assumed u‘lill 5

fr |‘lhn|. Kabl

ani calls such purity

. ince T

Ebm:rdﬁ spirituality = is an obligation t:thg'”m} = A key disposition
W eha " : Pracliione ASaWW
:;-u" mtul'-'-"} sustains their pPotental Spiritual i'ndnwm;;: G Tasaiinl

The reflectionist  religions such : —
Joroastriamistm, Ecifanl-:ar irerlluding allwist :;in-tf:ﬁihiijﬂ UET:EI
have firmly m.niud in the African religious mysticism - have important
cles to play 1o ﬂ'kE.prDtESS of iHSlituh'nE 4 .Epiritual base for Efrican
technology and science.  Their capabilities in transcendental soul
ngmigl'ﬂli‘““ should be explored to fyl advantage, This becomes
EmPL-.rLant since phenomenal nvenlions are not of this physical space
ot the supersensible ramifications, Any  wonder ﬂwh‘ that the
sakeholders in the African techno-scientific quest should embrace this
resource? Experiences show that reflectionist tendencies espedally in
relation or reference to a demiurge have been phenomenal in maiaing
mpact in our world.

Soyinka's prolificity and sound literary contents could be
atributed to his relationship with Ogun and Lhe decision that his
adopted “Muse would remain Ogun...” (Yon must Set Forth ol Dian
6:50). In the same vein, Mark Zuckerberg has changed social
mteraction in the world through the Facebook invention. This might be
in inspiration through atheist spirituality because “Zuckerberg is a
onfirmed  atheist raised in a Jewish [amily”, maintaining  that
Luckerberg “,.. even lists the fact on his personal Facuhm:-?; Page”
(Saunders 2015), These two illustrations go to tz_mphfisme that
reflectionist spiritualilies are a resource for receiving lden.s a.n_d
Mdowment with which Africa can inslitute its own technoscientific

Flowess on the global stage,

i “®nclusion, the impediments

b g ical alte
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the custodians ol "".‘"F‘ti"“ll o trﬂ“scfn.JﬂHM FL‘“‘.”S :“E Lﬁ“"'nlﬁuﬂ:ﬁ the
sneducated individuals. Yet, untiiedon {-Lf:l;“tzrﬂtﬂtu or liaisan Iy
desperately needed, The wide gap needs be bridged.

Again, the dwvision cmanating flmm the disinlegratim:u in Africy,
religious sects (a phenomenon ['Il.Tﬂﬁil.-‘nE:d by fervent desire 11.: Maky
heaven and the dichotomy between refinedness and nullandlﬁhnuﬂ}
may pervert the Convergence. Some cuslmliian:‘- of raw mystical POwWor
may see a contact with the other as a vielation of the creed of their gy
m;,-'-ﬂiru]. purity. To this end the disposition of custodian to complemgep
becomes knotty.

Of further concern in Africa's quest for techno-scientific sl
sufficiency is the unbridled pro-Occidentalism in the collective psyche of
Africans - the pervasive Western ideals overriding local sensibilitips 3¢
well as the rootedness of Western commuodities in Africa. All of these
may nu1].|!1_.- the necessity for indigenous technology and science, thereby
obliterating, the relevance of mystical convergence in Africa,

LD‘L‘SP!TL‘ these, however, the mystical Convergence in Africa is 2
certain pathway to the fruition of Africa's lechno-scientific aspirations,
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