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Abstract

Worldwide, poverty is unarguably a key determining factor of
underdevelopment. Poverty is present everywhere in the world,

though its magnitude, extent and severity differ from one society to

another. It is regarded as a complicated social phenomenon because
of the problem associated with ascertaining the causes of the
problem. In spite of enormity of natural and material resources that
the world is endowed with, more than half of the countries in the world
are poor. Official statistics in developed worlds like United States and
United in 21- century show a rise in poverty although many were
skeptical about this finding. Nigeria as a country is not free from the
claws of poverty, like many other states in Africa, the country is still
neck deep in the quagmire of poverty. The choice of highlighting
factors influencing poverty in different societies of the world has been

the subject of an extensive literature and a variety of measures have
been proposed. In Nigeria, policies for poverty reduction have been

severally enacted in the country, yet the problem is far from being
over. In relation to the above, this paper re-examines causes,

consequences and past poverty alleviation strategies adopted in

Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION
Poverty and inequality remain the most fundamental

problems that people face in the 21st century. Poverty is currently a
very topical issue in most parts of the world. Itis a global @Bzmﬁ of
development affecting more than 2 billion people worldwide.
Poverty and its associated consequences are so widespread to the
extent that any discussion of social class and mobility would be
incomplete without a discussion of poverty, which is defined as the
lack of the minimum food and shelter necessary for maintaining life.
Poverty exists when people are unable to satisfy their basic needs wﬁ.ﬁ
food, clothing, shelter and health. It is widely believed that poverty 1s
caused by economic underdevelopment. .

Poverty is the condition of not having the means to afford the
basic human needs such as clean water, nutrition, health-care,
education, clothing and shelter. It may also include lack of access to
opportunities such as education and employment which m&m the
escape from poverty and allows one to enjoy the respect of fellow
citizens (Eneh, 2011). Poverty is closely linked to the shortage of
certain vital resources. It often results from an enduring vmam?;
inhospitable environment, but more often than not, from the
breakdown of economic, demographic, ecological, cultural and
social system. In the developing countries, it is usually a fall-out of
bad governance. True poverty emerges when &mﬂoﬁoﬁ dooono.m too
pronounced that people, groups, and countries lose their o.m@mon%. to
adapt, change andsurvive. Poverty isalso closely linkedto Bm@o.ﬂmﬁé
both about the present and the future. Furthermore, poverty 1s not
spread across society evenly. Itissocially &mﬁdcﬁw&mn&bm to vo
more prevalent among those who experience inequality and social
exclusion in otherareas of life.

Islam (2005) quoting from the work of Simmel Qoq@
described poverty and its common CONSEquUences thus: “It Hm.mﬁ
common end of the most diverse destinies, an ocean into which lives
derived from the most diverse social strata flow together. No change,
no development, no polarization or breakdown of social life occurs
without leaving its residuum in the stratum of poverty. Thus, what
makes one poor is not the lack of means. The poor person,
sociologically speaking, is the individual who receives assistance
because of this lack of means”.
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Poverty is multi-dimensional. It is characterized by lack of
purchasing power, exposure to risk, malnutrition, high mortality rate,
low life expectancy, insufficient access to social and economic
services and few opportunities for income generation. Poverty is a
condition whereby considerable members of the society are deprived
of adequate basic necessities and the supporting opportunities.

But as popular and common poverty seems to be; the concept
remains controversial in terms of its varied definitions and units of
measurement i.e. there exists difficulty in deciding where to draw a
line between the poor and the “non-poor”. There is no single or
universally accepted definition or method of measuring poverty.
Instead, there exists a range of definitions and measurement
techniques. However, the issues of definition and measurement are
important because poverty is taken as an indicator of social and
economic development.

Over the years different measures of poverty have been used.
The problem of producing a generally accepted definition and
measurement of poverty has been on during the intervening decades.
Aboyade (1975) corroborating this line of argument asserts that, the
concept of poverty is bedeviled with problem of definitional
inexactness. He described poverty as an elephant which is more
recognized than defined. He concluded that there is obvious
difficulty in defining and measuring poverty and this according to him
has prompted many scholars to only analyze its power without
identifying what it really meant. Hartwell (1972) like Aboyade also
highlighted varying definitions of poverty. He argues that people
from different walks of life interprete poverty differently. According
to him, historians see poverty as an obvious phenomenon of history
and therefore document the conditions of life and work of the lowest
stratum of societies using common sense criteria to determine at what
level poverty begins. He also opines that economists, on the other *
hand, define poverty using real wages below some accepted norms of
reasonable standard of living.

In relation to the above, poverty issue is ‘one of the most
difficult but relevant topics in sociology today; and there has been
much debate and disagreement over what exactly constitutes poverty,
and how that should be measured.
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The mainmethods of measurement are described here:

Needs-related measures
® Determined by examining the resources necessary

to sustain a minimum living standard.

* The income needed to purchase the resources is
calculated, creating the poverty line. Then the
numbers of those above and below can be

calculated.

Income-related measures
* The scale here is based on wages and how income

is spread across society.

* The average wage is calculated and the poverty
line is drawn at all incomes that are on or below
half of the national average income.

Proxy measures
*  Here the income-related measure of poverty or

needs-related measures is connected to another
variable, such as car ownership or lone parenthood.

*  With both an income and a lifestyle measure the
poverty researcher can theninfer potential levels of
poverty experienced by someone.

What constitutes poverty?

Absolute poverty is often known as subsistence poverty since

itis based on assessments of minimum subsistence requirements, and
it is usually measured by pricing the basic necessities of life, drawing
a poverty line in terms of these prices and defining as poor those
whose income fall below the figure. Absolute poverty represents the
problem of poverty in its rawest form. It means lack of food, cash and
manv assets. It is a “‘condition of life so degraded b disease, illiteracy,
malnutrition and squalor as to deny its victims basic human
necessities” (Haralambos, 1980; Kiros 1985).

Relative poverty has replaced the idea of absolute poverty
accordin to researchers. This idea is measured in terms of judgments
bymeni-<rs of a particular society of what is considered a reasonable
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and acceptable standard of living and style of life according to the
convention of the day. This is poverty relative to the standard of living
which is considered to be normal by most in that society.
Peter Townsend’s study in 1980 defined poverty thus:
“Individuals, families and groups can be said to be in
poverty when they lack the resources to obtain the types of
diet, participate in the activities and have the living
conditions and amenities which are customary, or at least
widely encouraged or approved, in the societies to which
they belong.”

Relative poverty in essence means that some people are
poorer than others, and that this becomes recognized as a real
problem when the differences between the rich and the poorest is
intolerable in the sense that the poor, while not actually destitute or
striving, are nevertheless deprived of many of the goods and services
which others take for granted. This is poverty relative to the standard
ofliving which is considered to be normal by most in that society.

On the other hand, the concept of subjective poverty is all
about whether or not the individual or group feels they are poor. Here,
individuals and groups are judged in terms of majority standard to be
in poverty, here poor people may not see themselves as poor. In line
with the contribution of Haralambos and others, World Bank in 1990
constructed two indices to resolve the problem of not having a
universally accepted definition of poverty. The first index was a
country specific poverty line, while the second was global, allowing
cross-country comparisons (Walton, 1990).

NIGERIA POVERTY DISCOURSE

Features of poverty are common phenomena in Nigeria.
Poverty, both in absolute and relative terms is afflicting most
Nigerians. The geographical location called Nigeria is rich in terms of
physical, natural and human resources but the people are poor.
Excerpt from the World Bank Poverty Measurement, (May 31, 1996)
entitled “Nigeria: Poverty in The Midst of Plenty”, presented the case
of Nigeria as a paradox. this is because the poverty level in Nigeria
contradicts the country’s immense wealth. Regardless of these
potentials Nigeria is still among the poorest countries of the world.
The economy is mired by multiple difficulties. The enormous wealth
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accrued to the country is yet to reflectin the lives of many as measured
by standard of living of majority of Nigerians. These skewed
economic relations do not reflect the geographic spread of resource
endowment; rather it is a product of classical greed, injustice and
selfishness, which is beyond any economic principle. .

Statistically, between 1960 and 1980, &o poverty wowmm in
Nigeria covered about 28.0 percent of the mom&m:omw by 1996 it rose
alarmingly to about 66 percent of the ﬁons_m:o.s .@& ju, 2001).InThe
number of rural poor declined from 26.4 million in Gmm..ﬁo. 22.8
million in 1992. In urban towns and cities, it rose from 9.7 million to
11.9 million in 1985-1992. The depth of poverty declined from 19% to
Hmo\w in rural areas, while it increased in urban areas from 9% to 12%.
In 1985-1992, total extreme poverty in Nigeria Eowmm.mma mwoﬂ 10.1
million people to 13.9 million with a near Eam.-woﬁ increase in the
urban extreme poor from 1.5 million to 4.3 million people (World
Bank, 1995). Moreover, the depth and severity of extreme poverty
increased more than seven-fold in urban Nigeria compared émw.m
two-fold increase in rural areas. Though the incidence of poverty in
Nigeria is much higher in the rural areas than in the urban centres, the
urban slum-dwellers form one of the more deprived groups (World
Bank, 1996).

According to the United Nation Development Program
Human Development Report (2008-2009) which nowmgbmm such
components as; level of inequality, life expectancy at birth, standard
of living and access to knowledge, and education, between N.OOA and
2009 poverty in Nigeria has worsened from 0.43 to 0.49. This shows

that despite its vast resources, Nigeria ranks among the 25 poorest -

countries of the world. Poverty and poor are very concrete wc.mg.Bmsm
and can easily be classified in the country. The poor 5. Nigeria are
clearly identified based on their economic, cultural, moﬂmw and other
oom&mobm. The fact that majority of Nigerians in 21™ century are
living as destitute while insignificant number mwm.:imm in mmombama
wealth inspires mixed contempt and pity. In m?.ﬁ of the fact that
Nigeria is rich in endowment of human and material resources, more
than 70% of the population is estimated to live below the poverty line
(World Bank, 1993). World Bank figures for world poverty wm&mmwm a
higher number of people in Nigeria live in poverty than previously
thought.
228
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CAUSESOFPOVERTY

Poverty is an exceptionally complicated social phenomenon,
and trying to discover its causes is equally complicated. In discussing
causes of poverty in Nigeria, two arguments have been heard. One
suggests that the poor are responsible for their own condition
(implying the need to change the poor as individuals), while the other
sees the poor as victims ofa larger social system over which they have
little or not control (implying system wide changes).

In accordance with the “Culture of Poverty” developed by
Anthropologist Oscar Lewis, the poor are responsible for their own
misfortune. This, according to them, means, the poor have a culture of
their own which prevents them from achieving success and
prosperity. Adherents of this school of thought argue that some poor
Nigerians have wittingly or unwittingly encouraged the poverty
situation through having many wives and breeding more children
than they can cater for.Odumosu ( 1999) describing the multi-
dimensional nature of poverty poetically expressed the lives of poor
people, their living conditions and how poor people should be
regarded as the architect of their own misfortunes.

A4 poor man in a least developed country and his
number runs into million, he suffers from poor
nutrition. He is vulnerable to disease. He is vulnerable

to disease. His average life span is short. He lives in a

place where squalor perpetually surrounds him. He -
does not get his meal regularly, but when he does, he is
haunted with the fear of where his next meal will come
from. Lack of hygiene, minimal Jfood or contagious
diseases have inflicted sofe scars on his body. He lives
in slums or shantytowns. The water he drinks is neither
sage nor clean. He is either unemployed or
underemployed. But when he is employed he is
overworked and underpaid. Starvation and death stare
him at his face. Indeed, for him times have not changed
since the Dark Ages. And as though these afflictions
were not enough, it is he — and this is the greatest irony
of all, who gives birth to the largest number of
children, thus spreading and multiplying misery to a
dark universe of destitution. When death comes to him
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finally, he seems to be happier than those he has left

behind him. o .
The “blame the poor” perspective 18 stereotypic and not

i 11 of the underclass.
m%:omﬂﬂﬁmﬂmmmmﬂowﬁm focus on the ma.coe.aﬁ causes of poverty,
such as economic and political mem.E ﬁorov\ %m.ﬁ m»w.moﬁ ?%@hm
directly. Analysts in this category oos.mamn poverty EM% W mm ~=a ;
individual matter but rather as a social mﬂ.o_u_ma to :w an M\ moow
systematic government action ms.a provision of we mmo ﬁm.m ooﬁm
Adherents of structural causes maintain E.mﬁ @9\9‘&\ willsti M e
even, if an individual desires a ormsm.o in his mo%:om or sta sm
because institutionalized 85235%. within the m.oﬁoaoo.soBHM. wOs
political environment may hinder him from realizing this ambi MOm
(Aluko, 1998:8). According to this school of thought, many nw:m
people are able and willing to éoaa.wm& when they are mu.,\m.wd e
chance. The real trouble has to do ,S%. such problems as ms:.z e
wages and lack of access 0 the education necessary mw, 0 MEE moc
better-paying job. For them, Ew\ mo_E.Sm is better ¢ cow%omvm _Eo
creation and a more positive social environment. They criticl
i ‘undeserving poor’. .

e mewo Wwomzm% m%owowomwma have focused on %mowmo meoM
that influence poverty In Nigeria. Some Hq Emmm HMMOM.OHM MM&
Unemployment, Corruption, Effects of Globalization, Intlatio

Disease etc.

Unemployment — it was onmmE noted by the w&\ommﬁwwmmwg MWMM
unemployment is a strong indicator of poverty. ince i
Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) which was 1ntro ol
Nigeria in 1986, the national and urban unemployment ra M g
been on the increase. For instance the c&m.s csoﬁﬁﬂov\%mwwﬂ e
3.8% in 1993 rose dramatically to .m.oﬁ in Go\,\ érw] M. e S
unemployment rate stood at 22.6% in the same year. : is is i

worrisome because it is appreciated that %.@ csmBEowmu ww\w BHq EM
within the virile age group which constitutes about (¢

national population.

rent forms.and differs from country

illegal take over of government through
230 = .

Corruption — this comes in diffe
to country. In Nigeria,
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military coup, embezzlement, nepotism, looting, bribery, vote buying
and abuse of office are very common. Nigeria is ranked among the
most corrupt countries in the world. The corrupt practices in Nigeria
range from extortion by public functionaries to advance fee fraud. At
the national level, there is hardly any form of service that would be
rendered without giving or receiving undue favour and/or
gratification. The sum total effect is that corruption has wiped out the
good-will that usually sustains good business relationship and also
weakens the basis of patriotism necessary for development. The
manifestations of corruption in Nigeria have progressed marginally
among individuals and they have assumed institutional and later
national dimensions. Currently, corruption is freely practiced at
corporate/institutional levels. Through corrupt practices the bulk of
the nation’s wealth has been distributed in favour of the few
privileged to the detriment of the majority of Nigerians who are
walloping in abject poverty.

Effects Of Globalization
The process of globalization, which started decades ago,
caught Nigeria in the throes of political instability. The main features
of globalization process include liberalization of trade, free
movement of capital and accelerated development in information -
technology. Globalization provides windows of opportunity if the
indices of development (interest and exchanges rates, terms of trade,
tariff etc.) are on the positive and favourable scale. In Nigeria
however, by the middle of the eighties, infrastructural amenities and
all public utilities had gone into serious states of dilapidation and as a
result of petroleum-—related activities, agriculture was relegated to the
background. This now brought about problems like hyperinflation,
rapid growth in unempioyment, social instability and intolerance.
Given the Nigeria’s political and socio-economic disposition,

globalization presented more challenges to the country as it lacks
what it takes to be relevant or even adapt and/or cope with it, until the
country can achieve certain level of good governance, a revamped
industrial base, modest economic growth, fairly efficient public
infrastructure and utilities, Nigeria shall remain at the receiving end
of globalization.
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Inflation

The economic indicator with which this study gauges
inflationary pressure is the Consumer Price Index (CPI). Data from
the Federal Office of Statistics (CBN, 1996) show that the average
all-items composite consumer price index in 1993 stood at 2,040.4
(1985=100). This implies inflation rate of 72.8% compared with
57.0% in 1994. In fact, there has been a steady increase in all-items
CPI in the last fifteen years. The result of the unemployed and
inflationary trend is a felt worsening economic condition and
declining in welfare for most Nigerians.

Similar to inflationary pressure researchers assert that people
are rendered poor by bad government policies which give more
attention and priority to issues considered not too important for the
well being of the people; for instance, a situation where the
government policy allocates more of it’s money for expenditure to the
military, members of national assembly and other members of
political class rather than for the provision of social amenities that
will help in ameliorating the people’s suffering brought about by

poverty.

Diseases

Income inequality and absolute poverty have also been
worsened by high incidence of diseases, such as HIV/AIDS,
Tuberculosis (TB), and Malaria. Recent World Bank studies suggest
that HIV/AIDS has a substantial and negative impact on economic
growth. Poverty in turn prevents effective response to HIV/AIDS

through lack of resources (both financial and human) to combat the -

menace. The UN General Assembly in June 2001 and in the same
year, the G-8 meeting in Italy endorsed this call and also recognized
these three maladies as serious factors contributing to poverty
worldwide. These diseases are now also regarded as security issues
‘threatening the survival of many populations and economies. Other
factors that have been contributing to the poverty problem in Ni geria
are as follows: debt burden, low productivity, high population growth
rate, poor human developmentetc.
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THE EFFECTS OFPOVERTY

Poverty is a global concern, more often than not it is regarded
as a measure of societal inequalities. The reality is that a large
percentage of people living in the world are walloping in poverty and
penury. The effects of poverty are serious and cataclysmic.
Sociologists have been particularly concerned about the effects of
poverty on the “underclass people,” the increasing numbers of
jobless, under-employed group trapped in inner-city ghettos and rural
areas. In Nigeria poverty has long been in existence. The incidence,
depth and severity of poverty have been increasing over the years.
The incidence of poverty cuts across social, religious and cultural
boundaries within the country; it is found both in rural and urban
areas.

Studies have shown that incidence of extreme or core poverty
in Nigeria increased nationally from 10 million to 14 million people
between 1986 and 1992 with a tripling of the headcount in urban areas
(1.5 million to 4.3 million) and a small increase in rural areas (from
8.6 million to 9.6 million). Several key indicators of development are
pointers to the fact that Nigeria is sliding down to be among the
poorest nations in the world.

In Nigeria effects of poverty are manifold and multi-faceted.
However, this study will shed light on some of these effects. P

In the economic sense, this has manifested in the areas of low
per capita income and as a result, the lack of purchasing power,
leading to low household expenditure. For example, Nigeria
experienced considerable growth during the oil boom (1973-1980)
when gross domestic product (GDP) rose by 82% per annum to reach
$1,200 per capita in 1982. Despite this rapid growth, unequal
distribution of wealth kept a large percentage of people poor viz-a-viz
income, education, health care, employment, nutrition, housing and
access to basic facilities.

In the social sphere, the manifestations are poor sanitation,
poor access to social services, leading to high infant mortality, poor
nutritional status, functional illiteracy, decay of the living
environments, high school drop-out rates and an increase in
lawlessness and' insecurity. In the health sector, there has been an
increase in the rates of child mortality vis-a-vis maternal mortality,
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and as a result of this fact, Nigeria has been once aomoa,oom as one of
the unsafe places in the world for womento have ggo.m.
In the area of nutrition, Nigeria ranks 22~ in .msw-mmw%wm
Africa with 36% of its children estimated to dw Eﬁm%ﬂmﬁ for %wﬁ
age. Using the immunization for Bmm.&mm mm.B&nmoSa @ﬂ mxmww% &,
Nigeria ranks 22+ in sub-Saharan African with 46% of its children
immunized. As usual, women and children are the é.oan hit .ﬁ&os
malnutrition sets in. Poverty in the country E.mo .Ems_mmm"oa in the
physical environment. In almost all the .,488 within .9@ 355.%, the
city centres are gradually and w%mﬂmamﬁomﬁ% amow%_mm without any
recognizable programme for Rw.mﬂ_:gnos. ‘.;o Em.amwﬁéogmm
necessary in the periphery of the cities are Mmowamw while there are
evidences of overcrowding, complex land use, marginal employment
and inadequate infrastructure in many of the urbancentres. o
About the educational sector, there has @wg aprogressiverise
in the overall gross schooling rates. But despite this increase, the
actual school attendance has declined, cmomﬁmo most ﬁmﬂbﬁm see wo
use in spending money on mmﬁomﬂwos of their wards considering the
ine1i oyment opportunities. .
amo:mmww o%w% _ww\zmwmm %Mﬁoﬁ most houses could be ammoddom as
slums with little or no access to basic Wm.s.mnmm. About 47% of urban
dwellings and over 60% of rural mém:ﬁmm are cmn.m.ﬁ)\ma U%ﬁémﬁn
while majority is also un-served by sanitation facilities. ﬂ.ﬁ ouses
are in extremely poor areas with Mo.é nsm:.Q construction or n
dilapidated conditions while many arein unsatisfactory oo.naéobm.
In the area of environment, there has been a g.m problem
concerning disposal and management o.w sold wastes. ,?.Hw mwmgmmw
has brought about indiscriminate .m&Bme of this waste EW M mﬁmm
openplaces, along the streets and in the .mqmm.nmm. Z.mb% marketp wmw
in the slum could be regarded as dumping sites with heaps of refuse

scattered over them.

PASTATTEMPTS TOALLEVIATE POVERTY HA NIGERIA
Several attempts have been made by successive government
in Nigeria to alleviate the problem of poverty in Emw oocE.J\.
Maduagwu (2000) enumerates &mﬁmﬁ. wmm.ﬁ attempts of vcomomm%m
oovernments in alleviating poverty in Nigeria. According to him, Cw
earliest poverty alleviation programmes were the 1972 Genera
234 :
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Yahubu Gowon's National Accelerated Food Production Programme
and The Nigerian Agricultural and Cooperative Bank entirely
devoted to funding Agriculture. There was also the much publicized
Operation Feed The Nation in 1976 by the then Military Head of
States, General Olusegun Obasanjo, who expended much money and
efforts in getting University Undergraduates to go into rural areas to
teach the peasants how to farm. Green Revolution came in 1979
through Shehu Shagari. The programme had the objectives of
curtailing food importation while boosting crops and fibre
production

Gen. Bubhari government introduced the Go Back to Land
Programmes. There were other variations like State Governors
Fidelis Oyakhilome’s School to Land Programmes and his Lagos
State counterpart, Gbolahan Mudashiru’s Graduate F arming
Scheme. In 1986, General Babangida established Directorate of
Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure in order to provide feeder
roads, electricity and potable water for rural dwellers. Various
projects like People’s Bank of Nigeria, National Directorate of
Employment (NDE), Community Bank of Nigeria, Better Life
programme of Babangida’s wife were also set up for poverty
alleviation purpose. In 1993, Gen. Abacha established the Family
Support Programme and Family Economic Advancement
Programmes to better the lives of Nigerian poor.

With the return of democracy on May 29, 1999 (during the
tenure of Retired General Olusegun Obasanjo as the civilian
president), government put in place National Poverty Eradication
Programme (NAPEP) in the year 2000/2001. The programme was
aimed at eradicating absolute poverty and it consists of four schemes
namely: youth empowerment scheme, rural infrastructures
development scheme, social welfare services scheme and rural
resources development and conservation scheme. This was followed
by the introduction of National Economic Empowerment
Development Strategy (NEEDS) at the National level in 2004. This
economic development program was to be duplicated by all the 36
states of the Federation under the rubric of State Economic
Empowerment Program (SEEDS). The main reason for this was to
encourage all Nigerians to be actively involved in thinking, knowing,
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and contributing to all aspects of development with a view to
eradicating poverty.

CONCLUSION
The study of poverty by social scientists and social policy

analysts has yielded important insights into both the causes and
consequences of economic deprivation for individuals and families.
As a matter of fact, poverty is the state for the majority of the world’s
people and nations. It has no geographical boundary. In the most
nations today, inequality is quite high and often widening. More than
80% of the world’s population lives in countries where income
differentials are widening. The causes are numerous, including a lack
of individual responsibility, bad government policy, exploitation by
people and businesses with power and influence, or some
combination of these and other factors. The effects of poverty are
multiple. Findings from social survey have shown that while the poor
people have less access to health, education and other services as a
result of acute poverty, problems of hunger, malnutrition and disease
afflict the poorest in society. The poorest are also typically
marginalized from society and have little representation or voice in
public and political debates, making it even harder to escape poverty.
According to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day due to poverty.
And they “die quietly in some of the poorest villages on earth, far
removed from the scrutiny and the conscience of the world.

Given the reality of poverty and its numerous effects on
Nigerians, successive governments have adopted many measures to
alleviate poverty in the country. But as a matter of fact, almost all of
these alleviation strategies of the governments later turned out to be a
colossal waste and nothing was achieved. Some worked initially but
later fizzled out and died. This was because the programmes were
built on faulty philosophy. Many of the programmes were politically
motivated to achieve political objectives. Past methods of alleviating
poverty not only appear to be completely ineffective, they actually
seem to increase the magnitude of the problem. It becomes clear that
the disease of poverty has been misdiagnosed. Although the
symptoms are well understood,, there is a tendency to define the
problem in terms of those symptoms, rather than in terms of the cause.
Recommending ways out of this logjam, this paper suggests that
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government should be more serious with poverty alleviation
programmes by dealing with corruption in the high echelon of
power/government. Also, the problem of inadequate and epileptic
power supply in Nigeria should be tackled properly because stable
power supply will automatically bring abeut empowerment for
million of Nigerians who are incapacitated from engaging in their
daily work because of unstable and lack of power supply in the
country. Another important thing is that government should invest in
more capital projects so as to create jobs for many Nigerians who are
jobless. Finally, governments at all levels in the country should
endeavour not to politicize the issue of poverty.
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