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In the twenticth ang
ca i
condemning the use of ’Zlhy‘]lwcmy.-ﬁrSt century, the world became particularly A
However, 10 historiang or\x; : soldiers' or the exposure of underage boys to war o e
colonial West African Socicffés/\lilﬁma’ W s il oAb i ((i) fpff :
hat recryj ilitary cadets "9
enhance the strength of theijy respectiy cruited and deployed these boys as n:jllltlll(i:;)é o(flbﬂ qai

and Dahomey, this pa :
; e L Per examines th i 5
- >3 . i iti y Of Oy
soldicrs since pre-colonial Hiestiiad ¢ West African tradition of promoting .the rlcl)Sr it SiHiE

concerned and the remark :
rich in the colourful p‘:;::;@'r effects on societal values and ethos. Aja and Yoruba traditions arc
yal of these boys and their pivotal roles in significant historical events.

Introduction

. 1:/ Cd'\f;'i';g‘lgol‘l‘il;: r(;t; llill;erriz?:uredo‘r{ the Aja Kingdom of Dahomey and the Yoruba Statcl?i“
of West Africa were closely rclals\ o L0k I [loniatifes; Hicse Yo 1nd|geqous pC.OP-%‘

‘ s ed by language, beliefs, economy, political systems, and social
usagcs'and by lh'c similaritics of their hostility and aggression. The two groups were regarded as
belonging .10 a sm.glc cultural area.' Greenberg's linguistic study of the sub-region classified the
Yoruba, '/\_]{1 and L:we languages as belonging to the same Kwa sub-family within what is regarded
as the Niger-Congo family.? According to Akinjogbin, the Aja language was Lucumi, which is
directly related to the Yoruba language.?

This work displays a distinct interest in the tradition and wartime practice of taking children
along to war. The preoccupation with this aspect of their histories is to rekindle interest in a theme
that had become an aspect of cultural memory. This is recognised as interstice or meeting a point of
the culture of two militarist states. Yoruba culture and religion strongly influenced Aja culture and
religion, so both groups had distinctive cultural similarities.* It was, therefore, not surprising that
the rise of two states belonging to the two- Dahomey and Ibadan in pre-colonial West Alfrica
manifested unique experiences in war and warfare that defined society and culture during the period.

* An Associate Professor of Tistory, Department of History & International Studies. Redeemer's University, lide.
Isaac A. Akinjogbin. “The expansion of Oyo and the rise of Dahomey, 1600-1800." In J. . Ade Ajayi and Michacl
st Africa. Volume One, Second Edition, London, Longman Group Limited, 1976, p. 373.

Crowder, History of We
Languages of Africa, Bloomington, Indiana University, 1963, p.3.

2 For details, see J. Greenberg, The
Y Isaac A. Akinjogbin, 1976, p. 373.

'S. Adebanji Akintoye. A History of the Yoruba People, Dakar, Amalion Publishing, , 2014, p. 381
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e
en the Aja and Yoruba bfacamc evident in their cultural practices, |,
1 ations, The oral tradition found in Allada, Whydah and Abomey aSScrtcd lhcl. )
derived their origins from Ketu, a realm o'f primary migration from Ile.]f. oal ™
nces of the two states founded by the Aja and Yoruba was the use of war'b ﬂvc of
ation of processes that led to the advancement of society. There i, thcr()?s s
cat their experiences in the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth cenfu?i:@.
S

The clos¢ allinity hetwe
and social orgd
Aja kingdoms -
the salient experic
part of the con'slcll
every justification to tr
ociety.® However, the manifold experiences of organisations aboy; .,

ce to place.® No matter what, it is possible to 9evelop a template that filiers 23:
i TS i i Irvfn diyeric s of the world.” In other words, some experien,
have proved culturally significant in certain respects — even in defiance of certain norms g
ml lly acceptable standards. The deployment of children in armed conflicts and war zoncs g
::C:)l;;]iS'Cd 45 a deliberate military strategy. Several pr c-colonial West African states adopted uniqy,
schemes of military training o produce intrepid soldiers. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centurics,
two crucial West African states- Dahomey a'_1d Ibadan- developed the ethos Offjeployillg young
B i i B8 .Sl"ateg)’ of creating a core 9f battle-harde_'“?d sold{ers. Agaja, who
aeded e teone L e OfD?hOmey in 1708, introduced a military training scheme for
young boys under which cach adult soldier was allowed at state expense to = fy i
~ertain number of boys of about twelve years of age. Ibadan, a militarist state developed in the 18305
i Southwest Nigeria, also perfected the same scheme. Aja and Yoruba traditions are rich in the
colourlul portrayal of these boys and their pivotal roles in important events. This, therefore, explores
a peculiar fcature of the military rules of two ofthc.most advanced military states in pre-colonial

he dialectical linkages between their combatants and under-aged non-combatants

West Alfrica and t
undergoing training as military cadcts.

as one.
War transforms $

differ from pla

The Rise of Dahomey

The Aja people are situated near the coast. Allada, regarded as their 'father' kingdom, was
established around 1575. In the seventeenth century, the activities of Europeans were well felt in
the Aja country. This led to the manifestation of rivalries among the different Aja groups. A
development that subsequently resulted in the foundation of Dahomey around 1625.% The new
kingdom cstablished a strong monarchy where citizenship was based on the individual's willingness
to belong to the state and serve the king. Alongside the establishment of the domain and the manner
it came into existence, they established the doctrine of 'might is right.'” By 1680,

Dahomey had become the most powerful kingdom north of Allada and Whydah,

and it was giving carly warnings of its future actions. In 1670-71 and again in

1687-8, the Dahomeans barred the way to the Allada raiders going into the interior

*Andrew R Wilson and Mark Lloyd Perry, War, Virtual War and Society: The Challenge to Communities., Rodopi, 2008
p. iIx
" See, James Marten (ed), Children and War: A Historical Anthology, New York and London, New York University Press
2002; Tina Susman and Geolfrey Mohari, A Generation Lost to War,” Newsday (October 11, 1999), p. A. 54.
I ll(:l:]\nf h,c"l_" :';‘”“r,lc" that Napoleon’s army in the early 19" century featured a few twelve-year-old combatants. Sce. A
%4 15'1";”‘1‘}\- T\L';_:u(mlmg post war Identities: Child soldiers in Mozambique and Angola.”. CODESRIA Bulletin, 1&2.p. 4
s MIE . /\‘lu.:unglnn.‘{)u/muwy and Its Neighbours, 1708-1818, Cambridge, 1967, p. 32: 33-37

saac A. Akinjogbin. “The expansion of Oyo..." p. 384.
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lo procure slayeg

without slayes unmon both oc

casio
they negotj s, the Allada raiders had to return home

: ; ated wi
Agaja, the King of Dahomey . Wwith Dahomey, '°
i a and Whydah

capital, sacked the Eur
; Opean :
thousand prisoners and ni‘n/ establishments, and carri d i
. . ¢ )
within a short space o flimc)O great guns and cannons --:f”awag',dag%ng Othf)r prlzes[,
{ s ow dli ahome ecome
Y ually

. The answ
adopted a strategy of creating battle-tcm:{j Zoludld be developing a solid standing army that €q
oldiers,

The Rise of Ibadan

arist Ibadan

The complex i ;
interactio
ns between and among constitutive elements of the milit
he changes
I',

state and society of the 19th cent
echrichCd in the political, demo tlryhf:an be viewed in the broader contexts of t )
This is because, from the 1850s angd alps ic, economic, military, and social structures of society- ‘
outlook on the future. It was a period th‘905, lbad.an witnessed unique transitions that redefined n.?_
war, built up a reputation and followcrsh'at gave riso to warrior enireprate s who learnt the 7 0.,
and producing palm oil for export to th P anq amassed enslaved people who were used for farming
[ hills just at the cdge of the gr lCcoast in excl?ange for fircarms. " Situated on on¢ ofa ran;;.c
forces. Inthe 19th cc:l grassland, Ibadan itself offered natural defences against hostl¢
ury, the city-state, located in the Southwestern part of Nigeria (West Africa),
had become one of the largest Yoruba towns with a population of about 70,000.' Since its inception
in 1829 as a war camp, the town and its people had been seen as symbols of hostility, aggression
arfare.'® Despite this, its successes as a military state had attracted to her an increasing flow
adventurers. The population increased with the addition of domestic enslaved people
seized in raids eastwards into Ikiti and Akoko parts of Yorubaland. 17 1t thus became a period that
reflected the creative energy and ingenuity of both men and women in economics and political
the centre of Yoruba

lations.'® Ibadan had by the third decade of the 19th century, become
collapse of the Oyo Empire.® It also became well known for its historical

and W
of refugees and

power re
political power alter the

T e TRy

10 Ibid, pp. 384-5.

11].D. Fage, An Introduction to the His
Conquest of the Coastal Aja States 1724
pp. 545-566.

12 For details, See Akinwunmi Ogundiran, The Yoruba: A New
1B ) Ade Ajayi. 19th Century Wars and Yoruba Ethnicity.” in A
1793-1893, Ibadan, [ leincmann :ducational Books (Nigeria) Plc, p. 13.
M Femi Osolisan, “[badan and the Two [{undred Snails.” Ibadan Mesiogo: A Celebration of a City, Its History and People.
[ Review, 7, 1959, pp. 29-43.

Ibadan, Bookeraft, 2001, p.3- : . , T
" William R. Bascom, “Urbanism as a Traditional African Pattern’, Sociologica
16 §ee. 3. Awe, “Ibadan’s carly Beginnings” in. P.C. Lloyd, A.L. Mabogunje and B. Awe (eds). The City of Ibadan,

Eambridgc University Press, 1967, p-11- .
P.C. Lloyd. “Introduction.” In P-C. Lloyd. AL Mabogunje
" Foluke Ogunleye. ‘A Mulc-ccnlriC Modification of History: Efunset

303-318: Bolanle Awe (¢d) Nigerian woment in Historical Perspective,

Bookerafl, 1992, 167pp
¥ Bolanle Awe. “The Rise of Ibadan as @ Yoruba Pov

¢ A. Akinjogbin, “Agaja and the

Cambridge, 1956; Isaa
eria, December 1963, Vol. 2. No. 4.

tory of West Africa,
Historical Society of Nig

230", Journal of the

020.

History, Indiana Juniversity Press, 2
| Peace in Yorubaland,

deagbo Akinjogbin (ed), War anc

¢ and B. Awe (eds), The City of Ibadan, p,3.
an Aniwura Revisited.” History in Africa, 31, (2004).

Lagos and Ibadan, Sankore Publishers and

ver’ Oxford University D. Phil. Thesis, 1964.
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it is appropriate to point out that the significant development reco
ands of the warriors alone."?! With more of the Ibadan male po rded_b
yed a significant role in sustaining the economy and societ pl{:guon
kets and trading activities as integral parts of their roles and exisze;n hese
he 1860s, Ibadan had become the most influential town in YOrubacle a
duced goods was widespread and dynamic as several women en a:d.
The principles of reciprocity and redistribution played Signi%',a;Cd
roles in th s in is. prc-indus.trial cconomy. Th.is princi.ple wiie Liiter iﬂcorpomf:(;
and adapted into the cconomic direction of selling and redistributing foreign-produced goods. Eyey
of the influences of Western market and commercial regulations and the

though the magnitude |
roducts on salc in nincteenth-century Yorubaland greatly influenced indigenous though,
d gender relations, the effects on sale, like the loca

consumption patterns, mode of distribution, an
that their distributors had in mind. The difference

s, were also conditioned by the purposes
¢ of local and foreign products was in consumer demand and the buyer's and seller's

complementary needs and desires.

The volatile and exuberant nature of Ibadan has received attention in the literature. The
establishment of the Ibadan statc, its expansionist policy, and its location in space good for
commerce created the enabling environment for economic growth and political development.” The
history of its cconomic enterprise revolved around its status as the purveyor of extensive commercial

ion had emerged in Yorubaland due to ecological and

networks. By the 1850s, a regional specialisati
geographical diflerences. Ibadan became not only a clearing centre for salt but also a leading

producer of palm oil, yam, and maise, which were sold to the Ijebu, Egba and Lagos. The Ibadan is

derived from the ljebu and Egba markets of European liquor, guns, and gunpowder.” The presence
of the Furopeans on the coast of Lagos and Badagry, two critical towns in Yorubaland, proved

immense advantages to Ibadan.

jid not
d for war,
arded mar
mbers. By t
f locally pro
cgional trade.
process inth

[badan ¢
mobilise
women eg
community me¢
The exchange ©
in domestic and r
¢ marketing

good
between the sal

Children and War
anthropologists have researched and written about the history of war and

IHistorians and
and.?! However, this study, by concentrating on developments engendered by

diplomacy in Yorubal
war situations in two West African states that displayed blood and grit, analyses the military strategy
oJ

of training under-aged boys directly at the war front and how this shaped the nature of society. This
work of historical research places children and war within both a socio-cultural and hiS}l};)riC'll
context by ('ics'cribing and explaining the connection between war and children in two prc-coloni‘ﬂ
African socictics. The images are part of the vast experiences of children in militarist states whc;'c

Yﬂlfllllllllrll :‘.I‘I':”‘(”)';l‘( ):ldll l/')l.s(t/T(/(L"l‘ is .l/u' Disease of Ibadan (‘lja Igboro Larun lbadan): Chieftaincy & Civic Culture ina
s e _h“I.(;:'ltlllllt.ls_u“iltl.::i f"lil\)‘z'ldz’ln&(l)lc'ln‘cmn_nn l:‘dugmional Books (Nigeria) Plc, 2005, p. 6.
{;:S,\,:,': /.ng. l.ngnQ. Sankore IJLII)I‘iSIICTS Hl:lm :ln(}‘;;t)i);:‘cr(;ﬁl;{)l‘(ll.nl ([)3(())2“"")";;'\“'0 el Sk
. :l‘:); nntl”;:;(mm/;/iu”i .l/fl;l)’t‘/(.‘ K (:):ul:;;F History of Ibadan, Part One, ‘( ll;zld;xll, n.d)
B8 (oF ”Is“t”.wcll; (III_I‘A'T’_“”«I”»””' Growth and (",ll(lll‘l,'(‘, 1830-1960, ]bﬂdan, Bookcrall, 2012 p 103
L1 Ade Ajayi and Robert S. Smith, Yoruba Warfare in the Ni/u'levnlil ¢ 'r'm'ur_lv, iﬁﬂdzun & Cambridge

University Press, 1964

4
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the children not only became ¢ b
C'V'I,IS&!“O"S‘ partook in war cofg’o;lsn thc"war efforts at the war front but also, like children in other
paltiotism thmgh thes Participati {)y Planting gardens to offset food shortages and imbibing
Developments in Aja anlc(i)n in the home front war effort." 3
protracted internecine wars tha e Ibadan in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries witnessed
to evolve certain practices to ¢q nsgred monumental changes in the region.”® These led the states
of these developments was the e ‘Y“l.] or solve problems associated with insecurity and war. One
brave soldicrs. This seemed to gijgc }:al_'Satlor?, preparation, and training of young boys t0 become
The idea of child cadets featured e S°ld'e}'5 the toughness and ferocity to conquer their enemies.
as highly warlike and aggressive E{:l Minently in the militaristic traditions of the two states regarded
For most of the nineteenth czs :I » Rm{010n|al West Africa.
expericnced scvere political rcslivencs: l;)r\ YOrubalan'd‘was ina perp§tual state of war. The pert
region witnessed the Owu-Ife battle 137 i i 5 internal 'fncu'on. =
and the Ekitiparapo war of 1878-] (1821-1828), the Batedo war between Ibadan and ljaye In 1844,
of several states and kingdom -F893'. Many of these wars ended in the ruination and termination
kingdoms and resulted in the es. or instance, the Owu-Ife war led to the destruction of the 'H0
of the nineteenth century, I dmergence of New Qyo, Ibadan, Abeokuta and Ijaye.”’ By the mu‘:IdIC
colonising the SUITOUH(;?I’;O t:rrz:?o:ad fjeVCIOPCd into one of the largest towns in Yorubalan.d.‘s !n
Ibadan played prominent roles. es in Ibadan, the domestic slaves of paramount war Chiefs in
NC“‘ cultural and political formations evolved out of these ruins...At the same
time, lhc class comglexion was changing, as military aristocracy and military
federalism emerged in places, such as Ibadan, Kurunmi's ljaye, and new Lgba,
comprising Ake, Gbagura, Oke-Ona by 1830, supplanting the hereditary nobility,
which had held sway for centuries.*

he period

From 1840 to 1893, Ibadan became and remained the dominant power in Yorubaland. The victory
of Ibadan forces over the Ilorin Fulani Jihadists at Odo Otin in 1840 brought the power of Ibadan

into bold relief.’’
While Dahomey evolved into a solid militaristic state, so did Ibadan, which created a
()th

military republic that grew into the most significant and robust state in Yorubaland in the 1

30, 1. Davis. Jr.. “School Gardens and National Purpose During World War 1" Journal of the Midwest History of
Education Socicty 22. 1995, pp. 115-126; P. 1

% Toyin Falola. “The political system of Ibadan in the 19" century.” In J.F. Ade Ajayi and Bashir Ikara (eds), Evolution of
Political Culture in Nigeria, Ibadan, University Press Limited and Kaduna State Council for Arts and Culture, 1985, p.

104.
in the nineteenth century, London, Cambridge University Press, 1964.

7 Ajayi. JF.A.and R S. Smith Yoruba Warfare

Toyin Falola and G. O. Oguntomisin (cds) Yoruba Warlords of the Nineteenth Century, Smara, Africa World Press, 2001,
A. L. Mabogunjc and J.D. Omer CooperOwu in Yoruba History, , Ibadan, Ibadan University Press, , 1971, Akinjogbin,
LA. and B. Adediran. “Pre-colonial Nigeria: West of the Niger.” In Richard Olaniyan (cd), Nigerian history and Culture,

Ikeja, Longman Nigeria, 1985, p. 45. b

¥ Atanda, J A. An Introduction to Yoruba History, Ibadan, Ibadan University Press, 1980, P.33.

¥ Falola, T. Ibadan: Foundation Growth and Change, 1830-1960. Ibadan, Bookcraft, 2012, p80.

 Ashimuneze [leanacho, “lle-Iwe Ofe: Socialist Epistemology in Awolowo’s Reconstruction of Yoruba Identity and

Nationalism™in Toyin Falola and Ann Gienova (eds) The Yoruba in Transition: History, Values, and Modernity, Durham,

North Carolina, Carolina Academic Press, 2006, p-24 ‘
Yoruba History and Culture, Ibadan, Olu-Akin Publishers, 2002, p. 52.

k1] o s . . i
Isaac A. Akinjogbin. Milestones and Conceplts in
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hstantial courageous leadership that arose in lbada.n and tl}c group
ithstood the challenges of the period. It was one of the most innovative Structyy,
i ]SY ubaland. This leaves us with one central question. What factors lay bChinS
here l(li]‘ ;)-rin these two pre-colonial West African societies? A precise analysi odf
ier oups' history, culture and tradition .revealcc.i spectacular warfare "aditions'
s highlights the implications of thls practice for the states concerneq i
arkable effects on societal values and et.hos. The A_]E% kingdom of.[)ahomey and the Yorub,
the remarkav'e dopted strategies that created intrepid soldiers.” Why did these two states neeq :
state of Ibadan- df ,(1)5 very proficient armics? The answer to this question provides a better
: children became a significant component of their military.

Jury. The immensely su
century-

settled there

od anyw
deployed anywi?
thcpusc of 'child s‘o'l
these (W0 West African gr

Understanding this proces

develop skilled
understanding of why

, JJations i -Colonial Dahomey and Ibadan
War, Society and Power Relations in Pre-Colon y

A tradition linked these two s.tz?tcs with a revolutio.n'ary p'hase‘that produced structury
rransformations in which prevailing realities conditioned ?he c:t.lzens d.estmy, fate or fortunes. Thjs
Jave vital orientations and directions to the states under d1§cu551on. Evndeqce of this effect surfaceq
?’avﬁ . narrative of warfare between the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries. The Yoruba and Aja
lcr:);slcilu‘lc Lonc distinct cultural arca by religion, language, and social and economic organisation,
The convergent traditions and contiguous territories o'f these people placed them as Kins. th lle-
Ife reearded as their ancestral home, the Yoruba constitute one of gle most dynamic groups in West
Africa.”? They are also onc of the better-known peopl.es.of A.frlca. Neverthcl.ess, to a large extent,
the Yoruba and Aja groups share certain cultu.ral snmllar!tles and reach a hlgh level of political
sophistication. The Yoruba historian, Akinjogbin has detailed the Yoruba-Aja cultural unity more
succinctly: :

... the people here called Aja which include the Egun (Gun), the Fon, the Arada,

and a number of other small groups in modern Southern Dahomey, are very

closely related to the Yoruba by language, beliefs, economy, political systems and

social usages. And, as we shall see, large slices of both the Yoruba and the Aja

arcas were, at various periods, under the same political authority. In a real sense

therefore, the Yoruba and the Aja can be regarded as belonging to a single cultural

arca.’

Itis also important to state that over time, both groups had developed social formations with an
outstanding heritage of urbanisation, sophisticated economies, and large-scale political and military

organisations. These, more than any other considerations, formed the basis of the similarities in their
practices and valucs.

* Toyin Falola. The Political Economy of a Pre-Colonial African State: Ibadan, 1830-1900. lle-Ife. The University of Ifc
Press Limited, 1984,

W Samuel Johnson., 7/ History of the Ye
CMS. 1921, pp.3-7.

" See, C.D. Forde, The Yoruba —speaking peoples of South-Western Nigeria, London, International African Institute, 1951,
/\‘dc Obayemi, “The Yoruba and Edo-speaking peoples and their neighbours before 1600™ in J.F. Ade-Ajayi and Michacl
&IO\\dCHCdS). History of West Africa, Vol. One, Second Edition, London, Longman, 1976, pp. 196-263.

1A .\klillj()gl)lll. “The expansion of Oyo and the rise of Dahomey, 1600-1800" in J.F.A. Ajayi and Michael crowder.
History of West Africa, Vol. One, Second cdition, London, Longman, p.393.
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In soci isat s
e 'l”;i;l]dorgal?lsnnon, the Yoruba and Aja also shared many common characlgrl’::;cu
ag authority was a nri o R e g the grot™™
Exin lhcrcr()rc o ”_) was a p”mary consideration in SOClaI rCIaKIOIlShlPS am(_)r_]c I lmctllrcs
Ui thir.‘ ' strange that young children are socialised into the social and politic? : tive of
uired wealtl "‘_’CIEch. I'he 'father' or ‘clder brother' was given instant g g
acquired wealth or military reputation, ~
onsible for

Yoruba and Aja's .
and Aja's cosmological beliefs are similar. These may have been rcspS e
<

n not @

the region's shared valuec - g .
exlinc(ion Or\‘hljud‘\‘a‘lucs and practices endemic. For instance, death 1S €€ ds and
) end of life but as a transition to a spiritual realm- the domain of ancestors, go : i

living and death:

s 37 Q
spirits ;;LL/r\ajL\}:;'clzld/(:rl]:l(c;}r;;(})]ciclics share the same perspectives about liffj, o
were quite rey olulim?ur\ in Aj i By SV ar(_)und s fOl:jn 'a,niﬁc
the region. Before this, the ¢ J.ﬂ'-Yorgba 'hISlOry, Its establishment producec S15/ g .d to relatc

¢ reg clore this, the carlier Aja kingdoms, such as Allada and Whydah, continued 10 7= £
with CGCI{ other based on family values. However, the establishment of 2 French trading slauo!i -
Whydah in 1671 greatly affecied Aja politics. With this, the economic rivalry between the smlgz
came into the open. The family relationship that had hitherto existed among the states slarlc.c? loh’ #
questioned. According to Akinjogbin, “the traditional sentiment of family relationshlp.'whlth e
existed among the Aja kingdoms, and which made for stability", started (0 be questioned. I'he
economic rivalry took the place of formal consultations between kingdoms. Furthermore. .wnljm
cach kingdom, the chiefs, anxious to amass wealth, gradually weakened the traditional organisation
which bound the state together."*®

By 1680 Dahomey had become the most powerful kingdo
It also became the most prominent of the Aja kingdoms with a soli
state, citizenship was based on the individual's willingness to belong to t
The kingdom also developed the doctrine carly that only such things as !
and guard were theirs. The state established a new precept of might being right.”
developed a notable economic structure.*

One Yoruba kingdom that significantly defined Dahomey's historical trajectO.ry was Oyo.
The experiences of Dahomey vis a vis Oyo placed it in a unique position in West African history.
Its fear of and respect for Oyo necessitated the development of a strong military that gave it s
martial character. Oyo possessed certain peculiarities that placed it in a class apart from other
kingdoms. These included its strong cavalry and archers and a firm reliance on officials of slave
origin in the military and civil spheres of government.*! It also benefitted from the trans-Saharan
trade as carly as the fourteenth century.

Several clues have emerged as to the im
between the two states. The power of the states derived su
conferred advantages and access to enslaved people, weapons, and lux
the north goods like kola nut, shea butter, and oil palm products, it accep

and sustenance
ant changes 11

Allada and Whydah.
d central monarchy. In this new
he state and serve the king.

they could claim by force
9 1t subsequently

m north of

portance of economic factors in the relationship
bstantially from long-distance trade that
ury goods. While Oyo sent 10
ted horses, saddles and

¥ bid. p. 375
7 Olufunke Adeboye. “The Graveyard: Understanding Missionary Mortuary Practice in Ibadan, 1853-1960." lbadan

Journal of History, Vol. 1, 2013, p. 44
WA Akinjogbin, Dahomey and lis Neighbours, 1708-1818, Cambridge, 1967, pp. 33-7.

" Akinjoghin in Ajayi and Crowder. p. 384
W See Karl Polanyt, Dahomey and the Slave Trade, University of Washington Press 1966.
! Ade Obayemi. “The Yoruba and Iido-speaking peoples and their neighbours before 1600™ in JF. Ade-Ajayi and Michacl

Crowder (eds). History of West Africa. p.230.
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rth Africa and the Middle East. Like Dahomey, the leaderg of

ywer and wiclded it to significant effect in their search for influence and pmspcmo
undcrﬁl“}’d the pe ‘1he fiftcenth-century attack on Qyo .by the Nupe to the north, Oyo was Knowy, 4
Inthe nllc”.nzuh (,) ety Ikoyi, where training in warfare' became the order of the day. Ik,
ablished a SUb-21 = bravest of the Yoruba soldiers known as the Eso,# N

in producing the . .
l}]\(i::]](t’d()l?] 1o flex its muscles far and wide. By the sixteenth century,
o

p in NO
ther "OOdS l]]ilnllldCluer 1
0 o

have cst .
pecame pre-¢m!
impetus 10 the

This gave
. . Oy() Wag
d this increased strength enabled it to carry its power south

oo and expanding, an ! ; Hhwargg
consolidating andl inl e g:ncral direction of Dahomey. During the seventeenth and cighteeny,

towards the €oas  swed ina period of imperial expansion south-eastwards and southwestwards, On
ies, Oy0 Cn(‘hd?c the brunt of the renewed power of Oyo was the Aja kingdom of Dahomcyc
O when the coastal regions of the Yoruba-Aja country'had become known to Europeans, Thé
This wis ¥ ]l& .ar the coast, had felt the influence of the arrival of the Europeans more than Oyo
Aja, sngzucc l;:‘“ Morton-Williams, Oyo's expansion southwards must have been encouraged by.
ACC()I:dlll-g lo L);: 1Lhc [suropeans on the coast since the kingdom was also anxious to come into
the P":fff?tlh‘(,,11'1cl with Europeans, mainly to trade in enslaved people.*

comnult(l;l :5 s;cccss was primarily based on the subjection of several kingdoms to her sway,
0yo0's p()\\f)cr and cultural inﬂuen?es : struck fc_aar in its nei_ghbours for several centuries, The
xpansion of OY0 brought the empire into physical contact with t4l:e Aja of Allz.lda.and pahomey,
Oyo attacked both Dahomey and Allada between 1680 and 1682. * Another major invasion would

not oceur until 1730 when Dahomey accepted the suzerainty of Oyo and agreed to pay annual

tribute.’

centur
of the states that bo

To make matters worse, the rivalry between the qu kingdoms in the seventeenth century
compounded their problems and sigpiﬁcantly v\fgakencd thelr.con?mon pond. "By the 1680s civil
wars had broken out among them, with cach inviting mercenaries, including Europeans, to help put
the other down." *7 Between 1708 and 1712, European traders constantly fanned wars and internal
disorders between Allada and Whydah. The power vacuum created by these continuously raised the
spectre of civil war. The result was a high level of insecurity that allowed the Dahomean state to
recover and become a sizable kingdom, which necessitated the constant overhaul of the state's
securily apparatus.

[badan's innovative "traditional kingship system produced the awesome army which
stopped the Fulani from overrunning the whole Yoruba nation in 1840."*® In other instances, the
mighty Ibadan army unlcashed terror on many states and kingdoms. Taking the evidence as it is, it
is not difficult to conclude that in the tradition of warfare that existed in scveral pre-colonial West
African socictics, small boys, even in their pre-teens, became part and parcels of the accoutrements
of war. The processes of state formation, their political development and the structural arrangement
of these kingdoms necessitated every member of society to engage in some complementary or

2 Akinjogbin, p. 381

39 THTF wr 7 H 3 ] 1 Y ]

N.l’. Mnr}un;\\ illiams. “The Oyo Yoruba and the Atlantic slave trade, 1670-1830", Journal of the Historical Society of
1gena, i, 1, 1964

HRCC Law. “The constitutional troubles of Oyo in the eighteenth century’, J.A.IL, xix, 1, 1974, pp. 25-44

5 & N
lhJ Barbot, a Descriprion of Coasts of North and South Guinea, London, 1732, pp.351-2
AKmjogbin in Ajayi et al, p. 397.

1A Akinjogbin, Dahomey and Its Neighbours .. p.33

1%
Akinwumi A “Foreword” in Theanhilie . .

i Isola. nryu\nrd i Theophilus Adeleke Akinyele, Ibadan. The Traditional System: Reform and
egencration, Ihadan, Kajia Publishing, 2011, p.x
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supportive [unctions. The states
peculiaritics. I'he states also showed remarkable uniqueness in their opcrmional

The militarisati !
T lm;”l;’:‘c:?\'zg;l;l{, therefore, had profound political, social and even ethical
determine and reinforce the rclutionsh'0 'l;TSCFIbc i a¥ermlnga Jaah ik v g
A T p etw'ccn combz_nants and members of the society. Although
i S l'Cm'lskqbl /\‘ women's supportive role as wives, followers, and .traders in
i e whaGA i '('b e. At the battlefront, Iba Oluyole was always accompanied by his
e Tl , i c.scn ed as a Ia(.iy of masculine temperament and very popular.”’ Bolanle

as ,(,( uuncnl?d the role of women in the 19th Century Yoruba warfare quite copiously.“’
~The usc of "war-boys" was a significant legacy of the two pre-colonial West African states
under dlscusspn. The states recruited and deployed boys as military cadets and war boys to enhancc
the strength of their respective states. Some indication of the prevalence of this practice emerged in
the two prominent pre-colonial West Affican states under discussion.

On the other hand, the Yoruba state of Ibadan was founded as a military camp in 1829. It
was ruled by a military oligarchy, a feature that distinguished it from other Yoruba states. The cream
of the socicty was made up of professional warriors whose military feats advertised Ibadan as a
formidable power in nineteenth-century Yoruba po]itics.’l The warriors constituted the rulers of the
state and the most important economic group.*? By the middle of the nineteenth century, the Ibadan

state had grown to become the most powerful in Yorubaland.® The state engaged in constant wars

from the 1830s to 1893. "Tbadan, as an aggressor state, had little respite from wars with sometimes
er of the weakened Oyo kingdom to

high casualtics.">' The statc moved from being a defend

building a sphere of influence for itself and becoming a power to reckon with in Yorubaland.® It
fought scveral wars 1o establish itself and maintained the independence of the Yoruba from the
Fulani jihadist that ravaged northern Yorubaland in the nincteenth century.*® Sudarkasa affirmed
that soldicring was more valued than farming in Ibadan in the nineteenth century.’

Disease of lbadan - Chieftaincy and Civic Culture in a Yoruba City. Athens. Ohio

19" Century Yorubaland: An Introduction. War and
, 1998, p. 121,
Ibadan, Bookshell

» Ruth Watson, ‘Cvil Disorder is the

University Press, 2003, p 18 : ol
s Bolanle Awe, 3. and O. Olutoye, 1998. Women and V\i{rlarc in Yor
peace in Yorubaland Akinjogbin A Ibadan. Heinemann Educational Books (Nigeria) Plc.
s1O.A. Adeboye, “The City of Ibadan™, n G.0. Oguntomisin (¢d), Yoruba Towns and Cities, Vol. One,
Reources L.td.. 2003, p9 ) .
52 Toyin IFalola, The Political Econonty of
p.192. Sce also. Ruth Watson, “*[badan- a m¢
History. 26, 1. May 1999. pp 5-26
1 Adeboye. Olufunke, “he Graveyard:
Journal of History, vol. 1,2013,p. M
S lbid. p 45 . ‘ ,
1. p oinnings’” in P.C. Lloyd, A L. Mabogunje and B. Awe, The City of Ibadan,

% Bolanle Awe. ~Ibadan. Jts Larly Beg
Cambridue, Cambridge University P’ress, 1967.p.20. o s
% Olawale 13. Salami, “Ibadan Slaves and [badan Wars in Pre-Colonial Southwestern Nigeria, 1835-1893", JOSR Journal
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Vol. 7, lfhlll-' 3 (Jﬂn-]'Cb 2013), pp- 32-38.

57 §udarkasa, Niara Where Women Work:A Study of Yoruba Wfﬂﬂﬂf in the M{l(kcl Place and at Home, Museum ol
Anthropology Anthropological Papers. no. 53. Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Press. 1973, p.34
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non of Boy-Soldiers

and Ibadan appear to represent archetypes of certain warlike states j

ally and cqmmcrcnally vibrant. In Dahomey, Agaja's 8ccc5;l'] a regj,

for the kmgdom's growth. As soon as he became king, he crlon to th,

he effectiveness of the domain. Between 1708 and i727 ;:‘lcd two
» these l\VQ

(hat increased t
d to the state's utmost advantage 5% One was the instituti
: ¢ institution know
N as the

of spies who kept the king informed of all happenings i
[ Allada and Whydah. The other was the military training sc‘;liﬂ;nﬁ)sr ;'r:n:ze E‘)astal Aja
adult soldier was allowed at state expense to take with 'him to war a certag' o
clve years of age.'”” According to Akinjogbin, "This system, th In number of
Dahomey, was probably not new in the Yoruba-Aja area for the Oyo may already’ha‘f’uﬁh new i,
similar methods."® The scheme for military training succeeded in producing seasoned : lg.e" Using
army he built through this means was used to conquer and destroy Allada in 1724 th od e
suffer the same fate in 1727. Through Dahomey's strong-arm tactics, both Allada a;ld w);] ah was {
incorporated into the enlarged kingdom of Dahomey, ending the chaos in the old Aja co ydah were
{ military state in the Yoruba region, unfree labour in {badaunnlrgéri d
- derive

As the pre-eminen
from slavery and pawnship, deployed in farming and warfare- became an essential calcul
alculus of

6l 1n the nineteenth century, "when the system was documented among the Ibad
lled baba ni kin joko (lir. father says I should sit down, that is a(?r; :lhc
’ > ]c

t and watch their appointed master fighting and not leave the field untj|
"6 l
I'he scheme of military

The Phenom¢

Dahomey
ccome cconomic

that had b (
§ was a blessing

thronc in 170
new institutions
institutions Were use

agbadjigbeto, a body

kingdoms 0
which each
boys ol about tW

power.
military cadets were ca

battlefront). They were to si
told to do so. In this way, these boys grew up to become brave soldiers

training in both states produced seasoned soldiers.
Ibadan had gained military ascendancy, "and military adventurism had become an
avenue

for malcs to gain wealth. As a result of this development, farming during this period

as a strugale." There was compelling evidence to show that the use ofminors in v\‘/ﬁas &
an anathema. In other words, the recruitment, deployment, and use of boys did n lwar n ey
dilemma to the ruling elites of the period. It is relevant to this analysis because it wo i _moral
morull!y wr(ln!g or binfl‘propcr for youngsters to be pushed into battle. Since the Yor:i: (t))tcTiocr:/Sc'((ij ‘ier(:
one of two things befits an £so (soldier): cither to be victori i i g
to the war front was expected to fight courageously, irr::;;r)lt:)ctl?voer(l)(t1 :;: ﬁs%gtllllr;gbiv;crzggf gCPIOYCd

o Akmjogbm. I A “The ex ., 3
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Conclusion

conccrnc!in ;I([l)lglllldlll:cl\i:;c\:]ol;m‘h and carlier twenty-first centuries, the world became inc.rcasmgl)"
e it “vcmcnl and role of child soldiers in West Affica's internecine wgrsz

o oceurrence appeared to have horrified people of all shades of opinion, historians
were hardly mlllgd by what had always been a feature of society and warfare in two important West
Afn.c;m states prnncq for war, 1t is, therefore, casy to infer that the modern practice of using boy
SOl(.lel'S was an established procedure since pre-colonial times and only reared its head in the modern
period with adjustments and innovations but without losing its basic characteristics.
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