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INTRODUCTION 
Communication is the fundainental social 
process and man in society is not basically a 
political animal as Aristotle held, but a com-
municating animal; for politics, like every 
other activity in society is based on commu-
nication. Communications are much more 
than the "nerves of government" as Karl 
Deutsche argued in an influential work that 
goes by that title, they are the nerves of soci-
ety itself as Albert Schaffle insisted 

— Olatunji Dare 

I can find no better description of the unique importance 
and peerlessness of communication to society than the above 
extract. I also wish to establish from the genesis that the 
press (or the news or mass media) are the only agents of 
mass-communication and, in concordance with Robert 
Baker, "the central institutions in the process of inter - group 
communication". 

Since the invention of the movable type (the printing press) 
by Guttenberg in the mid 15th century, the press (mass 
media) has continued to play enormous and indispensable 
roles in the education, information, entertainment and 
socialisation of man. 

Mowah submits that: 
The significance of the development ofprint-
ing in the mid 15th century was that it did not 
only swing the balance from long centuries 
of spoken first hand communication towards 
the sharing of information on a larger scale, 
but more importantly it extended learning 
beyond a privilegedfew. 

Wilbur Schram also finds out that: 
Shortly after the development ofprinting ,the 
printed media became tools of political and 
social change. 

lie contends that both the revolution in Europe and the de-
velopment of public schools would have been most impos-
sible without the print media. 

The world today has acquired new vistas and has become 
more intricate in structure and more advanced in technol-
ogy and industry. More information are therefore needed 
and more am communicated. Asa result of this, better and 
quicker means of disseminating mass information have bear 
devised. The rotary press, the radio, the motion picture, 
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video - cameras and the television, all provide bases for 
simultaneously reaching vast and heterogeneous audiences 

Mowah has also pointed out that: 
The mass media have a particular importance 
in human history. :hey are the great multi-
pkers ofinformation. Just as the machines of 

the industrial revolution were able to multi-
ply human power with other kinds of energy 
so also are the communication machines of 
the communication revolittion able to multi-
ply human message to a degree previously 

unheard of 

Faure (1972) also posits that: 
The role which the mass media play in the 
transmission of information and culture is 
generally beyond question. 

Mass media, he contends: 
Make news of events and activities available 
to the widest possible audience. In performing 
this task, it feeds the people with information 
about what was, what is and what will be. thus 
making it possible for individuals and commu-
nities to adjust themselves in ways best suited 
to their environment. 

He thither affirms that: 
The mass medic.facilitate the completefillfil-
ment of man in all the richness of his person-
alities, the variety ofhis forms ofexpressions 
and his various commitments as an individual, 
as a member ofa family and ofa community 
citizen and producer, creator of techniques 
and creative dreamer. 

The world is changing rapidly... notes Alfied Opubor, one 
function of the mass media is to document the changing 
environment and also to interpret change and make it corn-
prehensible. And the Credo of the Chicago Tribune sees the 
mass media as: 

an institution developed by modern civiliza-
tion to present the news of the day to foster 
commerce and industry to inform and lead 
public opinion and tofirrnish that check upon 
government which no constitution has been 
able to provide. 
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sale moss media are, in fact, the life wire of society, the 
social lamal system, according to Bbckely, on which the 
new capabilities of science and technology rest. 

Radojkovio, writing on the indispensability ofthe mass me-
dia to society, concludes that: 

Any modern society today is hardly imagina-
ble without a specialized sub - system which 
disseminates information, internally within 
that society and externally between societies 
in the world as a whole 

Encroachments on Press Freedom 
That the press is powerful, peerless, invaluable and indis-
pensable to society is indisputable. In fact, the justification 
for the existence, fostering and omnipresence of the press 
has never been in doubt. Every member of society agrees 
that its existence is, at the worst of circumstances, neces-
sary and, at ordinary tirnes,compulsory. What has not al-
ways enjoyed such a unanimous resolution and definition is 
whether, in existing and operating, the press required free-
dom and, if it does, how much freedom? Is it necessary to 
tamper with this freedom? If so, when and how? 

In a very limited number of countries the press enjoys al-
most total freedom; in an average number, it enjoys rela-
tively average freedom, while in most political entities, the 
press is sadly always, almost i chains, 

Albert Camus, author of  Resistance. Rebellion and Death,  
has observed that the freedorn of the press: 

... is perhaps the freedom that has suffered 
the mostfivm the gradual degradation of the 
ideal of liberty. 

While press freedom is usually piously guaranteed in the 
constitution and statutes of most countries, its application 
is never so. The freedom of the press, in most of the coun-
tries where guaranteed, operates on the whims and caprices 
of the political and legal machineries (i.e the ruling elites, 
the police and the judiciary) of such states. The guaranteed 
freedom is either totally removed, mutilated or encroached 
upon on the flimsiest of excuses or factors. Such factors or 
excuses include: 

i. the misconception by rulers and occupants of the ju-
dicial apparatus that the press is a government institution 
and, as such, it is the prerogative of the government rather 
than the province of citizens to regulate and temporise 
societal expressions as well as direct the mode of public 
opinion; 

ii. the cloak or pm-text ofmaintaining public peace when- 

ever them is any popular agitation to which the press gives 
vent; 

iii. the mis - notion that press freedom bekings to, and is 
the exchnive monopoly of;  the journalists, Sher than of 
the citizens, thus making journalists to be too,powerful in 
their mis contention; and 

iv. what they often tag the recklessness and irresponsibil-
ity of journalists. 

It was Governor MacGregor's erroneous belief that it was 
the right of government to direct the mode of public expres-
sion that led him to introduce the newspaper ordinance of 
1903 which real purpose was to limit the positive prolifera-
tion of newspapers published in the then Lagos colony and 
to reduce the spate of public criticisms of his colonial gov-
ernment The ordinance failed to abate the criticisms. 

It was also under the assumed right of government to direct 
the mode of public oppression and the pretext of maintain-
ing public peace that Governor Walter Egerton enacted the 
Seditious Offences Ordinance of 1909. The aim, of course, 
was to stop the frequent expression of indignation by liter-
ate Nigerians in the then local press on the policies and 
personalities of the colonical administration. The mounting 
wave of protests and criticisms of the government contin-
ued unabated after the enactment of that ordinance. 

It was again for these same reasons that we inherited and 
still wrongly maintain the often - misused, often - mis -
applied Official Secrets Act in our statute. 

The Second Republic's National Assembly under the con-
trol of Shagari's NPN defended its enactment of National 
Advisory Council provision in the Electoral Act, 1982: on 
its perceived recklessness and irresponsibility of journal-
ists. The interfering provision placed the control and opera-
tions of govertunent math media under appointed ref 
fives of political patties and the then Federal Electoral Com-
mission (FEDECO), rather than on media professionals, 
three months before and a month after the 1983 elections. 

The Buhari administration also employed the same pretext 
to enact the dreadful and infamous decree Na 4 of 1984 
which legislated the publication of truth an offence should 
it embarrass any of the governinents federal, state or local 
-of the federation or any of their functionaries. 

The calculated encroachment on the much persecuted free-
dom ofthe press is not limited to Nigeria alone. L.K. lalcande 
points out that in the Republic of Cameroun under ex -
president Ahmadu Ahidjo, there was a censorship statute 
which obliged publishers to submit their manuscripts to a 
government agent for vetting before publication. In Daho-
mey (Republic of Benin),the situation was not different. The 
country's press law was based directly on the outdated 
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French press laws uf 1881 which provides that 2 copieS of 

'every edition of every newspaper, film or record be submit-
ted to the polite and the Ministry of Internal Affairs at least 

two hours before publication. 

On Tuesday March II, 1986, The Guardian  reported that 
Liberian newspapers failed to appear on newsstands the 
previous day and would continue for two more consecutive 
days in protest against restrictions on press freedom. In 
South Africa, the press and journalists are wantonly perse-

cuted while the situation of the press remains subtly and 
sometimes overtly same throughout Africa and elsewhere. 
Even in the U.S., the self acclaimed global sentry of finida-
mental human rights, there are people, statesmen and all, 
who would want to tamper with the country's adequately 
guaranteed press freedom for one flimsy excuse or the other 
if they have their way. Spiro Agnew, a former U.S., Vice 
President and those in his school of thought, for instance, 
believe that journalists wield too much power and would 
want their editorial independence and freedom curtailed. Giv-
ing a speech at Des Moines, Iowa, on 13th November, 1969, 
Agnew attacked journalists of the T/V networks in America, 
and, inferentially, all journalists, thus: 

...they are the men who wield a fire hand in 
selecting. presenting and interpreting the 
great issues in our nation... They decide what 
40 - 50 million Americans will learn of the 
day events in the nation and the world 
these men create national issues overnight.. 
They can elevate men from obscurity to na-
tional prominence within a week. They can 
rewanl some politicians with national expo-
sure and ignore others... The American peo-
ple would rightly not tolerate this concentra-
tion of flower in government Is it not fair 
and relevant to question its concentration in 
the hands of a tiny enclosed fraternity of 
privileged men. elected by no - one and en-
joying a monopoly sanctioned and licensed 
by government? 

We have ascertained the power and theinvaluableness of 
the press to society. We have also established the fact that 
its freedom, where partially or.alniost totally guaranteed, is 
often mutilated or encroached upon on the flimsiest of rea-
sons. We have seen, in the words of the Rand Daily Mail, a 
liberal South African newspaper forced to close down by 
the apartheid system in May 1985: . 

the steady accumulation ofa mass oflegisla-
tion hedging the press about with one inflic-
tion after another and subjecting journalists 
to the threat ofsevere penaltiesfir transgres-
sion. 

The effect, according to the paper : 
to often to make newipapers (and, similarly 
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the press) hesitant about publishing and 
sometimes even investigating matters ofclear 
public concern. 

The modes, techniques and strategies employed in the sup-
pression of press freedom are numerous and are either sub-
tle or overt - in nature. They range from the enactment of 
retrogressive legislations against the press to compulsory 
acquisition of the mass media. Retrogressive legislations 
against the Nigerian press, for instance, include Governor 
McGregor's Newspaper Ordinance (1909), the nebulous 
Official Secrets Act (1962), Section 120 of the Electoral 
Act, 1982 and Buhari's dreadful and infamous Decree 4 of 
1984. 

Concerning acquisition of the media by fiat, the New Nige-
rian was compulsorily acquired by the Federal Military 
Government of Nigeria in 1976 while the same government 
acquired 60% share in the Daily Times. 

Other suppressive methods usually employed against press 
freedom are, (i) the restriction of the purchase and alloca-
tion of newsprint (as applied by the Buhari / Idiagbon re-
gime): (ii) the appointment of loyal and / or political friends 
as heads of media establishments instead of media profes-
sionals; ( this was exemplified during the 2nd Republic, 
particularly in Shagari's appointment of an historian, Waiter 
Ofonagoro, to the director - generalship of the N.T.A), 
(iii) the restriction of media ownership as entrenched in the 
proviso relating to the ownership of television and wireless 
broadcasting station in Section 36 of our partly suspended 
1979 constitution; and (iv) the threat and actual closure of 
media stations. The banning of New breed by the Obasanjo 
regime is a ready Nigerian example. 

Despite the seemingly plausible explanations always given 
by governments which, and individuals who, encroach on 
press freedom, this study is highly convinced that they sim-
ply do not understand the meaning, the nature and the over-
riding societal need for the much cherished press freedom. 
Rosalinda Pineda Offrene has observed that: "Freedom of 
the press... like many of the concepts enshrined in the Bill 
of Rights, (American) is something that the people auto-
matically enjoy" (But) It can only be real if it is exercised; 
it can only be exercised to the extent that the people per-
ceive the necessity for the instruments of democratic ex-
pression and participation that will reflect their needs and 
aspirations_ Only then will they take it upon themselves to 
create their own press for their own ends in the freedom 
that they themselves made real. 

The 1972 U.S., 20th century Font Task Force has also noted 
that: 

A fire society cannot endure without a free 
press and the freedom ofthe press ultimately 
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rests on public understanding and trust in its 
work. The public as well as the press hal a 
vital interest in enhancing the credibility of 
the media and in protecting their fivedom of 

expression. 

Herein lies the rationale for this paper. 

What is Press Freedom? 
Like happiness, freedom of the press is an emotive concept 
which is universally advocated but less often defined. The 
term was first used in 1644 by John Milton in his 

"Areopatica" to the parliament He says: 

And though all the winds ofdoctrine were let 
loose to play upon the earth, so truth be in 
the field, We do injuriously by licensing and 
,irrvhibiting to misdoubt her strength Let her 
and falsehood grapple; whoever knew truth 
put to the wars in a free and open encounter. 

Ft-certain ,  of the press is an outgrowth of the freedom of 
speechnf the citizens. Both are, in fact, synonymous. Press 

free doh-if like Justice Holmes held of freedom of speech, 

"dOeg net nrilV mean free thought for those who agree with 
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cate and entertain society without direct or 
indirect control, to serve as a forum for the 
free expression ofopinion; to circulate freely 
without let or hinderance, to publish news-
papers, periodicals or operate other media 
without licence or similar restrictions and to 
resist or respond to pressures from political, 
economic and other interest groups accord-
ing to its light. 

Other classical definitions of press freedom have, however, 

not been so generous and unrestrictive. They seem to COM-

tend, and rightly so, that press freedom needs to be exer-
cised in a lawful environment which, I believe, is the reason 
why the individual, as well as press freedom, is logically 

restricted by ethics, the legal protection of the individual 

against privacy invasion and defamation and the govern-

ment's right for protection against espionage. 

Lord Mansfield (England, 1783) submits that: the liberty 

of the press consists in printing (and, I add, publiShing) 

without any previous licence subject to the consequenc,es of 

law.  

Blackstone, a renowned English constitutional lawyer, also 

contends that: 

ptattss freedom consists in laying no previ-

ous restraints upon publication and not 
in freedom for censure of criminal matter 

when published 

He argues that: 

Every man has an undoubted right to lou sch%ir 

sentiments he pleases before the public: to 
forbid this is to destory the freedom of the 
press hut if he publishes what is improper 
mischievous or illegal. he must take the con-
sequences of his own temerity 

Freedom of the press, as conclusively encapsulated by Al-

exander Hamilton: 

1)):E; 5 	t ,, is the right to publish, with impunity, truth, 

04E/ yeah good motives,forjustiliable ends. though 
reflecting on government, magistracy or in-

dividuals 

The Natiltenftress Freedom 
Most tiftlititeWlio usually oppose or encroach upon press 
freedoftraktitithit justify their obnoxious acts on occa-
sional lapses in terms of conscious and unconscious publi-

cations of half truths or untruths by the press. 

• 
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elle concept of press freedom as well as fteedin of speech 
operates on the principle of free - market place of ideas. 

According to Walter Lippman; 

The theory of a free press is that the truth 
will emerge from fire reporting and discus-
sion, not that it will be presented perfectly 
and instantly in airy one account 

The JustifiCation for Press Freedom 
I may not agree with what you say, but I will defend to 
heaven your right to say it. (A paraphrase of Voltaire's 
`Think, for Yourselves and let others enjoy the privilege to 
do so'.) 

Soared by the enormous power of the press, a Russian poli-
tician and philosopher, Nikolai Lenin, asked in Moscow in 
1920: 

Why should freedom of speed; and freedom 
of the press be allowed? Why should a gov-
ernment which is doing what it believes to be 
right allow itselfto be criticised? Why should 
any man be allowed to buy a printing press 
and disseminate pernicious ideas calculated 
to embarrass the government? 

(The same views, I presume, were held by Buhari/ Idiagbon 
and their lieutenants in 1984(Nigeria) and dictated the 
promulgation of Decree No. 4.) 

Today, this misplaced conception of press freedom has been 
revolutionized. As established earlier on in this paper, ma-
jority, if not all, of the countries of the globe, irrespective of 
their political ideologies, and irrespective of whether they 
do, in reality, fully exercise such guarantees, have entrenched 
press freedom guarantees in their constitutions. Nigeria, for 
instance, has a section 36 in her operative constitution. The 
section unequivocally declares that: 

Every person shall he entitled to:  freedom of 
expression including freedom to hold opin-
ions and to receive and impart ideas and in-
/at-motion without interference. 

The United States, apart from guaranteeing press freedom 
in her 1787 but still operative constitution, has gone further 
to create special safeguards for the freedom. In her first 
Amendment to the 1787 Constitution (179I Bill of Rights), 
she categorically states that: 

Her congress shall make no law... abridging 
the  freedom of speech or of the press  or the 
right of the people peaCeably to assemble and 
to petition the government for a redress of 
grievances. 

QuiVest 

Press Freedom be Nigeria 

Apart from this, at least 26 of her 50 states have recognised 
the right ofjoumalists to professional secrecy. A right which 
Ojelade Idowu has convincingly established as "an integral 
part of the concept of press freedom". 

The same applies to Austria and Switzerland, which, apart 
from guaranteeing press freedom, have also fully and na-
tionally recognised the shield law. 

The former USSR also had a press freedom provision in 
hi Constitution and Artkle10 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights has it entrenched that: 

Everyone has the right to freedom ofopin-
ion and expression. This right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without inte rftr-
ence and to seek, receive and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media 
and regardless offrontiers 

All these point out to one fact: the established fact that in 
spite of constant ignorant and self - serving encroachments 
on and autocratic aberrations and derogations from press 
freedom, the principle of press freedom has been rightly 
piously accepted and has become religiously cherished by 
the whole world. 

Rather than ask the type of questions a Nikolai Lenin of 
1920 Moscow and a Buhari or an Idiagbon of 1984 Nigeria 
would ask; the questions which this paper would set for 
itself and attempt to answer are: What is there in press free-
dom to justify its global acceptance, entrenchments and 
defence? Why should the arrest of journalists and all other 
disseminators of information and progenitors.and propaga-
tors of ideas and opinions send ripples throughout society? 
Why should whole national and international communities 
be always ready and promptly united to stoutly reject the 
incarceration of ideas and their propagators? Why...? 

The Free Press: A Forum for Free Expression of Opin-
ions and Ideas 

The answers to these questions are not far-fetched. One is 
the fact, as Albert Camus points out, that: 

Freedom preserves the power to protest and 
guarantee human communication. 

Freedom of expression is a right that the people naturally, 
automatically enjoy: It is obviously a bitthright. The phi-
losophy of power of communication of thoughts and opin-
ions held as fat back as 1794 by L.C.J. Eyre holds that: 

Power of communication is the gift of God, and 
the . freedom of if is the source of all science, the 

20  
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first fruits and the ultimate happiness of society; 
and therefore, it seems to follow. that Minim laws 

• ought not to impose, nay cannot interpose, to 
prevent the communication of sentiments and 
'opinions in voluntary: assemblies of men. 

Justice Bilcett, while directingthe jury as to the law appli-
cable in the English sedition case of Reo V. Caunt in 1947, 
also submits a similar view. According to him: 

A' man may lawfully express his opinion on 
any public matter however distasteful, how-
ever repugnant to others... for instance, ifhe 
thinks that either a despotism or an oligar-
chyor a republic or even no government at 
all, is the best way of conducting human al--
fairs, he is at perfect liberty to say so. lie 
may assail politicians. he may attack govern-
ments. he may warn the executive of the day 
for not taking a particular course. he may 
seek to show that rebellious. outrages. assas-
sinations and such likes are naturally the de-
plorable. the evitable outcome of the policy 
which he is Combating 

"The right to speak", notes The Guardian  in its editorial of 
Wednesday, December 18, 1985, "is meaningless without 
the ancillary right to be heard". The press is a forum for the 
hoe expression of opinions and ideas. Press freedom is there-
fore die freedom of the people, a synonym of the citizens' 
right of free speech and a direct institutional exercise of the 
Freedom of Expression. " A denial of the freedom of the 
press", as Yansey Andrew Fadason holds, therefore, "is a 
denial of the freedom of speech of the citizens." 

Press Freedom: Universal Bearing and Application 
A second factor in the global reverence and defence of press 
freedom is its universal bearing and application. 

The freedom of the press, an American magazine by the 

title of Voice has pointed out: 

belongs not to some selected few but to all 
because freedom of the press is part cif-every 
individuals right, to speak and write freely 

This point is also ratified in the UNESCO Mass Media 
Code of Ethics which contends that: 

The communication ofinformation especially 
through the agency of the mass media... is 
not and should not be regarded as the mo-
nopoly of any section of the community 
whether the-group be national ethnic, reli-
gious, ideological, political or economic. 

This universal bearig and stesebneint tifineeerfeeethdif 
explains three phenomena or causer: ate, it-enteiaim as 
Kingsley Osadolor -sanitizes-us, why:liter:instant' umai-
ists is like: 

a weighted object drompedititotrbodyerfort- 
ter; 

	. - 

ter; 
through themanbertheresr server. 

and eventwily, through societritsetf 

Two, it explains the fact, as 	frat; -fielt • 

the licenting ofituartatisetthettriftei6netelc- 
tions on the 	press treats 	threpperftatieyfor 
Others -; iv/tether 	-govertmer tor' 
Mations - to deny others the right to fire er-
pressiOn. 

And three, it rationalises why tell freeileirrloiititalways 
defend freedom for others andnot-only forthemsetves. The 
reason, as John Merill logically explains, beingthat: 

... When only sonic harefreedrott *cyan-ty- 
rants and autocrats._ oratlecatthey-havrthe 
potentialwitharliwiti IlihMsdlletve 	 
at law Everyone hartitetthiet-tatatenteract 
tyranny and autocracy or to escape _from it 
through his own freedom 

Free Press: A Safeguard oftheraside's-Rippitibilinew 
A third justification forthe general existencea t 
defence of press freedom is that it is a =argent of 
people's right to know. The rightto- lmow, whictrharbent 
described by Ray Ham_ a seasenedtvetenurjrinmatist, 
as the right that makes thethruenteibetweentisitingind 
living, is an integial part of the iiiiiigliduart 	rojit 11 a fthe 
expression. And the basis ofgovermeents-beingtheepiaino 
of the people, the very first object-should be-to iterthat 
right. 

A self governing people 	not only-to inovreshat-its 
public dflicials are doing-at HareiltiNthoicarrarninityon 
media law in Arica hob* iineethtcrldrienehatevery-
body in the community or-society-is-up-ft Jose* Meter 
underscores the need fora self - govemintepeurie-toitiow 
what is going on in the society-whenhcsayr- 

.. there is only on way to get a democracy 
on its feet in the matter of itsitaidliat is 
municipal, its national canduct mid Mw it 
by keeping the public informed ofwhot is 
going on Their is not aerator: theroirotwa 
dodge, thertisootirtria theteisnotersoin-
dle. there is npt a vice-whichdoer mithve-by 
secrecy Get all thesethingstratrother 
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describe them, ridicule them in the press and 
sooner or later, public opinion will sweep 
that away. 

T.O. Elias also Underlines the same fact when he maintains 
that: 

a -soCiely without a lively responsiveness to 
the facts of public life and without a concern 
for the welfare of the community would col-
lapse and be ruled by an oligarchy lb get 
this lively responsiveness, the community must 
be informed or enlightened, for the will of 
the people forms the basis of a democratic 
society 

The people can only adequately know what is going on in 
the society through the press, an institution which serves as 
the eye, the ear, the nose and the mouth of the citizenry. 
Walter Cronkite has succinctly declared that: 

'nen we. frghtfor the freedom of the press, 
we are not fighting for °lir rights to do some-
thing: we are fighting for the people's right 
to know. That is what freedom of the press is. 
It is ribs' a licence to the press. It is freedom of 
the people to know. 

He further .  propounds: 
How do they (the people) think they are go-
ing to know by putting television news or 
newspapers or any other news sources under 
government control? 

Free Press: A Channel of Ensuring Public Responsibil-
ity and Accountability'. 
Another deknce for the most cherished freedom of the press 
is that it is a channel for ensuring public responsibility and 
accountability. All enlightened politicians not only hold that 
it is the natural right of the governed, and of the press, to 
ensure the responsibility and accountability of the gover-
nors to the governed, they also enshrine the ideal in their 
political order. Section 21 of the partly suspended 1979 
Nigerian Constitution, for instance, obligates the Nigerian 
Press to: 

ensure the responsibilty and accountability 
of the government to the people. 

The reasons for this obligation on the part of the people and 
the press are not far - fetched. One, it is the governed who 
should know how best their interest can be served and, sec-
ondly, people in authority are not supposed or expected to 
be, nay cannot possibly be, repositories of all noble ideas 
and knowledge. Edmund Burke, the distinguished 18th Cen- 

tury British §i'atceanitn ante 

In my course. I have, .and according to my 
measure. hai;e to -.Operated With girth Sri: 
and I have rieYer yet seen anyphor which has 
not been mended by the observation of those 
who 'were Sal attired,. in Understanding to 
the person Who took the lead in the business. 

Olatunji Dare holds the view, and 1 agree with him, that it 
will be hard to make a stronger case for (free) discussion 
and debate at every level of public policy process. 

The citizenry and, inferentially, thepress, employs two tools 
- advice and criticism - in ensuring the iespousibility and 
accountability of goVerinnents. In applying 	these weapons, 
both the people and the press require fieedum 	utliei wise the 
two weapons of public responsibilityand 	accountability will 
not be effective. This is the insight that dictates Levy's sub-
mission that: 

Central to 11Th 6871Si/tea Pie !Ass is free- 
dom of political opinion and at the core of 
that freedom lies the right to cr 	iticise the gov- 
ernment. That right ii inseparable from self' 
government. When any avenues ofpolitical 
expressions are closed, government by con-
sent of the governed may be closed. 

Justice Brandeis, an Athelican jthist, idtb- 	in. thaa.  

Those who won our (Amer 	iurn)nickpendence 
believed that the deliberate fonts should pre-
vail over the arbitrary They valued liberty 
both as an end and as ameans. .Theyhelieved 
that freedom to thinkas_youwilland to speak 
as you think are means indispensuble to the 
discovery ofpolitical truth. 

Another jurist, a former American Chief Justice, Hughes. 
writing in 1937 also concludes that: 

it is imperative to keep inviolate the constitu-
tional rights of free society, fire press and 
free assembly in order to maintain the op- 
portunity for free 	political discussion. to the  
end that government may be responsive to the  
will ofthe people and that changes; yilesired 
may be obtainedty peaceful means. 

As to criticism as a weapon of public respuusibilitymrd 
accountability, enlightened minds and societies believe in 
its positive usefulness. They believe, as I once 	posited, that: 
"criticisms, whethertemperate orintemperate, serveto fos-
ter the sensitive mind". 
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As such, they also believe, as voiced by Justice S.M.A. 
Belgore, J.C.A., in State V. Onagoniwa, that: 

Those'who occupy sensitive posts must be 
prepared to face public criticisms in air-
sped of their office so as to ensure that 
they are accountable to the electorate 
(people). They should not feel that they 
live in an ivory tower and therefore be-
long to a different class... 

Pandit Jawalliarial Nehru, a late Indian Prime Minister 
makes the point more pungently expository, he says: 

Persons in authority should be subject to criti-
cism:careless criticisms- 1 hope friendly criti-
cism - but criticism as strong as you like. To 
my mind. the freedom of the press is not just 
a slogan... It is an essential attribute of the 
(democratic) press. I have no doubt that even 
if the government dislikes the liberties of the 
press and considers them dangerous. it is 
wrong to: interfere with the freedom of the 
press. Therefore. I would rather have a com-
pletelyfiee press with all the dangers involved 
in the wrong use of that freedom than a sup-
pressed or.regulated press. 

Justifications Peculiar To Nigeria 
All along, we have been -discussing, analysing and estab-
lishing the general justifications for the existence, the wa-
tering and the shielding of press freedom in all democracies 
of the globe_ Every nation has its own geo - cultural, socio 
- political and historio - economic peculiarities. Since the 
introduction, mini-presence and indispensability of the press 
are rooted in the peculiarities of the modem society, the 
press is bound to have some special relationships with every 
country based on the country's multi-dimensional peculi-
arities and realities. 

The special relationship between the press and the socio -
cultural political realities and peculiarities of Nigeria is a 
manifestation ofdiree additional justifications for press flu. 
dom in that country. Two of the special justifications are 
the fad that: one, Nigeria is a developing country and, two, 
it is, to an average extent, an illiterate geo- political entity. 

The role of the press and the justification for its freedom 
becomes highly enhanced and more pronounced in an aver-
agely illiterate or averagely literate and developing socio -
political set - up. The press is, therein, expected to perform 
the role of the informant, the teacher, the interpreter, the 
historian, the touch bearer and then foster rapid national 
socio - cultural are economic development all at the same 
time. No where, better than this type of polity does the press 
reouires total freedom in order to effectively perform its 

duties. 

The third special jusfifinat:kittParptitile011tiut&Viesilm 
is the reality of the pre - eminence ofihrmilitatriirlhat 
political administration as well aribeguierat aidnuaiic 
nature of military regimes. 

It is a historio -political:  
Nigeria has been governed-more linalitaryingionleat 
by civilian administnitica. Out of 41-postitnWesidtnee 
years, the military bad ruled thetanntlyrot-30.. Witty 
regimes, by their nature, are antecraticaithrineering. 
There is therefor e a special necessityamtimenbancedmeed 
for the Nigerian press to be free so that it canradm- 
some checks and balances on theituTtarygmeemintots. 

Having analysed Decree No. 4 of 1984 asartabdult 	un the 
freedom of the press, The Times of War nicrytts-uutto 
say that: 

It is particularly deplorable in Nigeria be-
cause a country with an autocratic military 
regime needs a free press to administer some 
checks and balances. 

A former civilian governor of Lagos state and a -veteran 
journalist, Alhaji Lateef Kayode Mande, has-expoundeda 
powerfultheoretical justificationforafreepressmidermth-
tary governments in a language of Incid:elegmcerandpnit-
gencY- 

He declares: 
It is not generally realised that a militaryre-
gime needs a free press nun than a demo-
cratic administration_ Under a democrats 
administration, political parties with their 
constituency organisarianz pariiamentrand 
all its committees. pressure groups ofrill col-
ours are the usual ninon of comentnicrams 
between the governmentauchtiteigovernaL 
These channels are keptconstandy opensand 
the communication flows steadily tormdfrom 
the government through them. They ensure 
that the government is. at all times, veryrbsse 
to the people it governs. And therlightens the 
burden of those in authority. But these chan-
nels are not available to a militerrywegime. 
The gap left by the abotrtimr of pertfament 
and the dissolution of political parties con 
only be filled by the press 

He further submits that 

Under a military govertmsent Meant not 
only becomes the partiamentrifthentettart it 
is also an inadequate substitutefor petted 
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rallies, party organisations and constituency 
meetings. 

He therefore contends that: :. 
It Is in the interest of any military govern-
ment a' guarantee the.  freedom of the press. 

It will be difficult to establish a more pungent justification 
for a free press under a military government. 

CONCLUSION 
Contrary to Aristotle's widely held postulation that man is 
basically a political animal, man, Dare, has affirmed, is , 
fundamentally, a communicating animal. 

While the individual man and two of his likes serve as agents 
of intra- personal and interpersonal communications in the 
society respectively, the press (the mass media) is the only 
credible, powerful, peerless, omnipresent and indispensa-
ble agent of mass communication. 

The invaivable,priceless and um.  quantifiable role of the press 
in the modem society is variegated, hydro -headed and multi 
- dimensional. Apart from effectuating and catalysing the 
introduction of public education and the early positive revo-
lutions in Europe, the press has been, and still is, the most 
powerful agent of mass information, mass education, mass 
entertainment and mass socialisation. It is the primary his:  
torian, interpreter and mass opinion leader. It has the unique 
obligation, paraphernalia and insignia of upholding the fun-
damental objectives of societies and the responsibility of 
governments to peoples. It mirrors societies, serves as a 
forum for the free expression of opinions, sustains the court 
of public opinion and is the sentry and the tribunal of the 
people. It is a catalyst to development, a mass mobilizer, a 
veritable agent of social change and the light of society. 

In performing all these important, unique and indispensa-
ble functions, and in correctly analysing the society, the 
press has to be truthful so that it can be credible and effec-
tive, Her great leverage, it has been established, is knowl-
edge in the form of the consciousness and awareness of the 
people and her weapon is the truth and correct analysis of 
societal situations. 

In employing this weapon 'for the constitutional and legal 
service of the nation, the press requires total, unequivocal 
and unalloyed freedom. 

Most autocratic governments want the press to enter into 
an "unholy alliance" with them, either ignorantly contend-
ing that such is in the best interest of society or deliberately 
wanting to protect some selfish interests above the public 
good. When they fail, they resort to press suppression, thus 

undoing society. 

John Delane, 1852, editor offbertinetrof Londcawriting 
on the doctrine of press freedom, has edncatedinumnityon 
the ideal relationship betwearthegoverrmientarettherpnot 
He pens: 

We' cannot adinit that a newspape 	k (and 
press) purpose is to share the labours of 
statesmanship or that it is bound by thrsante 
limitations, the same duties and the liabili-
ties as the Ministers of tine Crown. The pur-
pose and duties of the two are constantly sepa-
rate. generally independent. Sometimes dia-
metrically opposite. The dignity and freedom 
of the press are tramelled uponfrom Memo-
ment... it accepts an ancillary position. To 
perform its duties with entire independence 
and, consequently, to the utmost public ad-
vantage the press can enter into no close or 
binding alliances with the statesmen of the  
day  

That the press should fikailyfrei has 	been themaintheme 
of this study. The premise as well asthe justificatiorr 	fin the 
rational contention is rooted in the fact that 	press Ileeduin 
is a sentry of the people's right to freedom of expression 
and to freedom of knowledge. Press freedortris a channel of 
ensuring public responsibility and ae 	Wuutability and Fee - 
less vehicle for mankind's progress. It is a safety valve for 
peaceful change, a protector and guarantor of-all other hu-
man freedoms, a moderator of society's psychic equilib-
rium, a barometer of justice and, above all, a measure of 
the maturity of a nation. 

The study also establishesthat the effectiveperformance of 
the roles ascribed to a modern press requires freedom, that 
press gagging is a national insult and that al; 	ee puss serves 
the national interest far betterthan a regulated or suppressed 
one. 

Moreover, the study also establishes three spatial justifica-
tions for press freedom in Nigeria. These special justifica-
tions are: the reality of the country's developing status, her 
average literate nature and the historio - political peculiar-
ity of the military's pre - eminence in her governance. 
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